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Dear Residents,  
 
 Staff told me that I did not have much space in this newsletter.  So…. 

 
1. I hope your holiday was peaceful and full of good wishes and joy.  Most of all I wish you and yours a very 

prosperous New Year for 2008 and beyond.   
 

2. As your Mayor I encourage you to get involved with the community where you live.  With hard work, 
determination and prayer we can overcome all obstacles.  Let’s stick together and make Riverdale become 
the best that we can be. 

 
3. Call me on our hot line, 708-841- 6000, and let us know if you think we need a new logo.  Riverdale’s first 

century has passed and we need to move forward showing our pride with a theme for today and tomorrow. 
 
 Be sure to read all the good news in this edition.  Next time I will write as much as I want or that my fingers will allow. 
 
 

                           ���������  

 
 
 
CLERK’S CORNER – Joyce E. Forbes    Village Clerk 
 
PET TAGS ARE DUE IN JANUARY 
 All cats and dogs must be tagged with a Village tag and a current rabies tag.  Village tags are $8.00 per animal, with a 
limit of 3 pets per household.  Should your animal be picked up as a stray, the Village will impound the animal, and the owner 
will be charged a $75.00 service charge plus boarding fees in order to retrieve their pet.  Other tickets may be issued for non-
compliance with the leash law.  If you do not receive an application, or have a new pet, please stop by Village hall to register 
your pet. 
FEBRUARY 5, PRIMARY ELECTION 
 Cook County Clerk David Orr is recruiting for election judges to serve in suburban polling places for the upcoming 
Primary Election.  Applications are available online at www.voterinfonet.com or by calling 312-603-0965.   
RECENT ORDINANCES  
 Two ordinances have been adopted recently by the Village Board of Trustees.  
Ordinance 2007-52 – This ordinance increases water rates beginning January 1 to $3.73 per 1000 gallons of water used.  
This increase reflects the increase that the City of Chicago will charge Riverdale beginning January 1, 2008.  Help keep your 
water consumption down by checking for leaking toilets and faucets. 
 
Ordinance 2007-53 – This ordinance increases the charge for garbage pick-up to $17.50 per month ($35.00 per billing cycle) 
for single family dwellings.  Two-family dwellings will be billed at $17.50 per unit per month ($70.00 per billing cycle).  Three or 
more unit dwellings are still required to contract with a private scavenger. 
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NEW PAYMENT OPTIONS FOR WATER BILLS AND/OR TICKETS 
 
 You can now make your payment by phone.  To pay by phone, dial 1-877-ILL-EPAY (877-455-3729).  When 
prompted, speak the words “Village of Riverdale”.  Listen to the prompts for information and be sure to have your water 
account or your ticket number available so that the payment will be applied correctly.  If you prefer, you may press any 
number at the beginning of the call and use your touchtone key pad on your phone to make your payment.   
 
 This new feature is another convenience feature for payments to the Village.  You can make payments on the internet 
by logging onto the State Treasurer’s web site:  www.illinoisepay.com.   
 
 The Village also offers direct debit service.  Just call Village Hall, 708-841-2200, as ask for an application for direct 
debit to be mailed to you.  Never pay another late fee, never write another check to the Village for a water payment, and the 
amount of your water bill will be automatically debited from your checking account on the due date. 
                                                                  
FIRE DEPARTMENT – Chief Greg Knoll     Chair Trustee Louis Peyton   
CARBON MONOXIDE & YOUR SAFETY: 
During winter months, there are greater demands on heating systems and a greater exposure to carbon monoxide problems.  
Carbon Monoxide is an odorless, tasteless gas that is slightly lighter than air.  In low concentrations, it can cause headaches 
over a period of time.  In higher concentrations, you can become unconscious and die in a short period of time.  The fire 
department has already had responses where a detector had activated due to high levels of carbon monoxide in a home. 
 
The State of Illinois mandates that a carbon monoxide detector be installed within 15 feet of every sleeping area in all homes, 
condominiums and apartments.   Inspectors check for these units during inspections.  The fire department encourages 
everyone make sure they have installed a carbon monoxide detector within 15 feet of all sleeping areas where you live.  Test 
your carbon monoxide detector frequently to make sure it works properly.  The unit may save your life. 
 
If you have questions, please contact the fire department at 708-849-2122.  Check the batteries in all of your smoke and 
carbon monoxide detectors in your home.  Have a safe and prosperous 2008. 
 
POLICE DEPARTMENT – Gregory Baker    Chair Trustee Cheryl Foy  

COMMUNITY ALERT!       Traffic Safety 
 
Winter driving is all around us. Cold, snow and ice make traveling our roads cumbersome during this time of year. We must be 
patient and careful. Allow more time to get where you are going. Stay alert, the key is defensive driving. When “black ice” is on 
the roadway it is very hard to see and adjust to until it’s too late, avoid crashing your vehicle by adjusting to the conditions of 
the icy road. Pay particular attention to where you park because of the snow route signs. In order to clear the snow from the 
main and certain side streets, snow trucks need room to travel to push the snow and ice to the side and salt the roadways. 
Please be aware of where you park and the weather conditions. You can avoid a snow route ticket and your vehicle being 
towed away by paying attention to where you park your car.Remember while driving stay alert, even when you are stopped for 
the traffic light at intersections. While carjacking and other vehicular crimes have received considerable attention of late, they 
still occur relatively infrequently. Nevertheless, there are several ways you can protect yourself and your passengers while 
driving: 
Plan alternative routes to your destination, that way if your regular route is closed or inaccessible you can still reach your                
destination safely, on familiar territory. 
 
Keep your car in good running condition, and keep the tank at least a quarter full, especially in the winter. 

      
      Lock all doors and keep windows rolled up even if you are driving a short distance. 
       

When approaching your vehicle have your keys in hand, ready to open the door. The few seconds you save fumbling for your 
keys may keep you from becoming a victim. 

      
      Always look inside the car before entering. An intruder may be crouched on the floor of the back seat. 
      
      Remain alert, don’t become distracted by talking on the cell phone, as soon as you enter the car lock the doors. 

 
Take special care when stopped in traffic for anyone approaching your vehicle. Sound your horn to attract attention if 
approached by a suspicious person. Drive away to a well-lit and secure area.If possible when driving, try to drive in the left 
lane, away from the curb. 
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If your car breaks down, raise the hood, place emergency reflectors or flares. Stay in the car with doors locked. If someone  
approaches, do not get out of car. Ask the person through a cracked or closed window, to telephone the police for help if you 
have not already done so. 
 
Child Passenger Protection Law  
Motor vehicle crashes (also commonly called accidents) are the leading killers of children age 4 yrs to 14 yrs old in the State 
of Illinois . 
In Riverdale from Oct 2005 to Sept 2006 there were a total of 369 traffic crashes; 127 of those crashes resulted in personal 
injuries. From Oct 2006 through Sept 2007 there were a total of 335 traffic crashes, 124 of those crashes resulted in personal 
injuries with 3 resulting in death. Some of those injured were children and 1 unborn child died. 
The Child Passenger Protection Act* has been in effect in Illinois since July 1, 1983. It was created to help protect children 
from being injured in traffic crashes. The law, as amended** requires anyone who transports children in Illinois in non-
commercial vehicles to do so according to the rules of the road: 
 
Children under the age of eight (8) years must be secured in an approved child restraint system, more commonly called a 
child safety seat. Children eight (8) years old and under 16 yrs old must be secured in a child restraint system or seat beats. 
Just like the Illinois Seat Belt law, the Child Passenger Law is a primary enforcement citation. You can be stopped and 
ticketed for violating this law without any other violations present. A violation of this law on the first occasion is a petty offense 
punishable by a fine of not more than $50 waived upon proof of possession of an approved safety seat. Subsequent violations 
are punishable by a fine of not more than $100. All fifty states have some form of child passenger protection law. If you need 
more information on the provisions of the Illinois law or on the types of safety seats available to the general public, please 
contact the Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT). 
If you would like your child seat checked or shown the proper way to install and secure a child safety seat, please call the 
police department, community policing unit, 841-2203. 

***** COMMUNITY ALERT *******  

The Riverdale Police Department is offering a REWAR D for anyone that can provide information that lead s to the 

arrest and charges approved for any criminals commi tting armed robberies in our Village.  

If anyone has information please contact the Riverdale Police Department Detective Division at (708) 841-
2203 option #2. 

RIVERDALE NETWORK CENTER - Heloise Smith     Chair Trustee Dennis Sanders                  
The Village of Riverdale Network Center is offering classes to begin in January.  The “LEARN TOGETHER COMPUTER 
COURSE” is a 10-week course where one parent and one child (age10+) attend together to learn basic computer skills.  
Classes begin on January 15th and will meet every Tuesday and Thursday evenings from 7:00 – 8:30 pm at the Riverdale 
Community Resource Center, 13725 Wabash.  The classes are $10.00 (Riverdale residents), $20.00 (non-Riverdale 
residents) and space is limited.  To register, call Heloise Smith at 708-841-4153.  
                                                   
 
RESOURCE CENTER- Myrna Watkins     Chair Trustee Ch eryl Foy 
GED CLASSES are offered via South Suburban College at the Riverdale Community Resource Center, 13725 W abash 

Avenue. Classes are Monday thru Thursday, 10 am - 2  pm. REGISTRATION FOR THE NEXT SESSION IS MONDAY, 

JANUARY 7, 2008 at 10 a.m.  Call Myrna Thompson at 841-7054 for registration details and more informat ion.  

  
RIVERDALE GOGIRLGO  a partnership after-school proj ect  of Riverdale Park District and Riverdale Commu nity 

Resource Center for Riverdale young ladies sent hol iday greetings to a medical unit troop in Kuwait.    

  
PATTON ELEMENTARY SCHOOL Student Council collected and donated fifteen boxes of non-perisable food to the 

effort to provide holiday baskets to residents  

during the holiday season.   
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QUALITY OF LIFE COMMITTEE –  Chair Trustee Deyon De an 
Congratulations to our Fall Decoration Winner  …Step hen Grankowski 
                                                                                                                                     
The Village is looking for energetic and dedicated volunteers to serve on our Quality of Life Committe e and our 
Mayor’s Community Youth Council.  
 
Dear Parents we are looking for your children to be  a part of the new and exciting programs that will be starting in 
Riverdale.  I need your children to make these prog rams a success.  For more information please call D emetria 
Waddell 708-841-6716   
 
Volunteers are needed for a variety of events in th e Village of Riverdale. For more information please  call Demetria 
Waddell 708-841-6716.                             
Coming events call our Hotline at 708-841-6000 
 

                                              
Pacesetter/Whistler Groundbreaking                                 Mayor’s Youth Council 

 

 
             Tree Lighting and Decoration Celebration 

 
 
          Village Holiday Closures  

Christmas Day – December 25, 2007 
New Year’s Day – January 1, 2008 


