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(January – February, 2007) 
 

******************************************************************************************************************* 
 

                         ��	������������	��������������
 
Dear Residents, 
 
 The holiday season comes and goes before we really have a chance to enjoy our family 
and friends.  On behalf of myself and the entire Riverdale Village Board, we hope your holidays 
were festive and that you each took some time to reflect on yourself.  If you made a new year’s 

resolution, good luck in keeping it. 
 
 This past year has seen many changes for Riverdale and, in general, 2006 was a good year.  We had our first Nu 
World Riders Motorcycle Show and our first Gus Macker Basketball Tournament.  Both events are in the works for next 
year.  Watch for more news to come. 
 
 While many people do not celebrate Halloween, many people do.  It is really entertaining to drive through town 
and look at all the decorated houses.  Enjoy the photos of the Quality of Life’s choice of the best decorated house.  It is 
really unique and displays new and old decorations.   
 

��������� � �

 
 
NEW ILLINOIS CARBON MONOXIDE LAW AFFECTS HOMES AND APARTMENT BUILDINGS 

On January 1, a new state law goes into effect that requires every dwelling unit be equipped with at least one 
approved carbon monoxide alarm within 15 feet of every room used for sleeping purposes. 

These alarms can be battery powered, have a cord that plugs into an electrical outlet, or be directly wired into the 
electrical system.  Alarms that plug in or are directly connected to the electrical system must have a battery backup. 

The carbon monoxide alarm may be combined with smoke detecting devices provided that the combined unit 
emits an alarm in a manner that clearly differentiates a smoke alarm from a carbon monoxide alarm. 

It is the responsibility of the owner of a structure to supply and install all required alarms. It is the responsibility of 
an apartment tenant to test and to provide general maintenance for the alarms within their dwelling unit or rooming unit.  
The tenant must notify the owner, or the authorized agent of the owner, in writing of any deficiencies in the alarm that the 
tenant cannot correct. 

 
 

Riverdale e-Village  
The Village of Riverdale is committed to providing leading edge 21st Century opportunities for its residents. Using 

a Congestion Mitigation Air Quality grant, the Village has embarked on a new and exciting project called the “Riverdale e-
Village”.  

Some of the advantages for residents include:  distance education and skills training; e-government; and e-
commerce. The primary goal of the Riverdale e-Village is to help local organizations and residents become more effective 
users of broadband telecommunications so as to improve economic opportunity and provide non-automotive access to 
needed services and information crucial to a good quality of life. Village offices as well as the Library, Park Districts, and 
School Districts will all be encouraged to create and utilize the networks’ resources as members of the e-Village for the 
benefit of the Village.  

The Riverdale e-Village will be located in the Resource Center, 13725 Wabash, and share space with the Village’s 
social services information and referral programs.  More specifically, the facility will contain the following: 

·  High bandwidth network services  
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·  A Wi Fi hot spot covering certain residential and commercial neighborhoods 
·  Public access computers for information research and communications 
·  Public access kiosks for drop–in internet access and self registration with a variety of governmental agencies 
·  Facilities to accommodate video conferences and multi-media presentations 
Private offices are available on a time shared basis for use by local businesses, entrepreneurs, government and 

corporate telecommuters. 
The Riverdale e-Village implementation is proceeding with full scale operations to commence in or about 

February, 2007. The success of the Riverdale e-Village will depend on its use by the residents and businesses of the 
Village and south Suburbs providing content, co-sponsoring events at the facility and partnering on new programs. We 
look forward to your participation in the journey. 

 
 

POLICE HONORS 
 

On Oct 26, 2006 at the South Suburban Association of Chiefs of Police 
Annual Awards Banquet, Detective Rocky Graziano received the Peace Officer 
Meritorious Service Award from the South Suburban Chiefs of Police 
Association for his excellent Detective solving a homicide in Sept 2006.  

At the same banquet Sergeant Dennis Reilly was honored with the 
President’s Award for his many years of service in arranging and organizing 
many South Suburban Police agencies for Special Olympics of Illinois. Sgt Reilly 
assists in the Law Enforcement Torch Run. Money raised by the Torch Run is 
used to assist 21,000 specially gifted athletes, physically and mentally 
handicapped, giving them a chance to compete in sporting events throughout 
the state all year long. In 2006 over $2m was raised throughout the Illinois. 

On Jan 07, 2007 at the Illinois Association of Chiefs of Police (IACP) Winter Conference Detective Rocky 
Graziano will receive a Certificate of Recognition-Meritorious Award, from the IACP for his outstanding police service and 
work in the Village of Riverdale.  

Our congratulations go out to Detective Rocky Graziano and Sgt. Dennis Reilly for their awards.   
 
 

 
NEW OFFICER 
 
On Tuesday, November 14, 2006 the newest member of the Riverdale Police 

Dept was sworn-in, K-9 “Benno” .  “Officer Benno” is a full breed 2 yr old German 
Shepard trained and certified in narcotics detection, scent tracking and apprehension of 
offenders. Benno’s handler is Officer David Demik. K-9 Benno and Officer Demik 
recently completed a six week training course in Indiana for new Police Dogs and 
Handlers. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
CHRISTMAS FOOD AND TOY GIVE-AWAY 
 

On Saturday Dec 16, 2006 spearheaded by Sergeant Tony Fionda, Riverdale Police and Fire personnel, along 
with Village officials and volunteers organized a food basket and toy give away to over 30 needy village families. At the 
same time the Village entertained over 100 kids with a Christmas Party, which included an appearance from Santa Claus 
at the Resource Center.  Our thanks to Sgt. Tony Fionda, Sgt John Brosius, and Riverdale Police and Fire volunteers for 
organizing and arranging the food and toy basket give-away at the Public Safety Building.   Also thanks go out to 
Resource Center Director Myrna Watkins-Thompson and her staff and the U.S. Variety Clubs for their assistance and gifts 
to the many kids and families who benefited from their sacrifice and kindness.  
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PET TAGS ARE DUE IN JANUARY 
 Applications were mailed recently.  All cats and dogs must be tagged with a Village tag and a current rabies tag.  
Village tags are $8.00 per animal, with a limit of 3 pets per household.  Should your animal be picked up as a stray, the 
Village will impound the animal, and the owner must pay a $75.00 service charge plus boarding fees in order to retrieve 
your pet.  Other tickets may be issued for non-compliance with the leash law.  If you do not receive an application, or have 
a new pet, please stop by Village hall to register your pet. 
 
 
APRIL 17, CONSOLIDATED ELECTION 
 Three trustee seats are up for election on April 17.  The first day of filing nominating petitions with the Village 
Clerk at Village Hall is January 29, 2007.  Information regarding petitions is available through the State of Illinois, 
Elections Department.  Candidates’ guides are available through the internet at http://www.elections.state.il.us.   
 
 
LANDLORD ASSOCIATION 
 On December 14, there was a meeting for all Village landlords, specifically those owners of buildings with 3 or 
more rental units.  Assistant Director of Community & Economic Development Lynda Odigie is working with the landlords 
to resolve common problems and creating a viable rental community.  The next meeting is set for February 15.  Call 
Lynda Odigie to be sure you are on the mailing list – 708-841-2109. 
  
 
HOUSING AUTHORITY OF RIVERDALE PROMOTES HOMEOWNERSH IP 

The Riverdale Housing Authority’s goals for FY2007 is to increase homeownership, support community 
development and increase access to affordable housing free from discrimination. We plan to make the home buying 
process less complicated and less expensive, reducing predatory lending through reform, education and enforcement, 
help HUD assisted renters become homeowners and keep existing homeowners from losing their homes all through 
educational training and workshop. The Village of Riverdale and its Housing Authority remains committed to servicing the 
most vulnerable populations, fighting discrimination, sustaining and revitalizing our community. Through the assistance of 
HUD, Diversity and other fair housing agencies we will continue to grow stronger, improve the housing and quality of life 
for all our residents. To find out  about our upcoming homebuyer workshops, please call 708 841-2109, attention Lynda 
Odigie.  Happy New Year. 
 
 
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 
During the winter season, the following are tips to help you conserve energy and maintain your property: 

� Change furnace filters. 
� Clean humidifiers. 
� Reverse ceiling fans to blow warm air from the ceiling down toward the floor.   
� Clean baseboard heat and air return ducts. 
� Change batteries in smoke alarms;  install newly-required carbon monoxide detectors. 
� Install weather stripping on exterior doors or use bean bag “draft dodgers.” 
� Insulate the hot water heater.  If you have an older style water heater, drain the        sediment. 
� Lubricate garage door hinges. 
� Make sure water is standing in floor drain traps. 
� Keep portable heaters at least 3 feet away from combustible materials. 
� Clear snow from sidewalks, steps and fire hydrants.  Remove snow and ice build-up from roof. 
� Insulate dog houses with cedar chips.  Provide for wild birds with suet and seeds. 

Sources include PBS, HGTV, State Farm, EPA.gov, NHBC, edited by Adelle Swanson, Riverdale Library 
 
 
 
 

Village Holiday Closures 
Monday, January 15, Martin Luther King Birthday Hol iday 

Monday February 19 – President’s Day Holiday 
Important Dates 

Landlord Meeting – February 15, 6:30 PM Village Hal l 
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