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(July-August 2005) 
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Your Riverdale Village Board 

 

                              
 
               Mayor Zenovia Evans    Village Clerk Joyce Forbes 
 
 

                                                             
                         Trustee Cheryl Foy     Trustee Deyon Dean     Trustee Louis Peyton 
          Chair, Economic Development   Chair, Fire Committee            Chair, Finance & Personnel 
 

                                                             
                      Trustee E. “Brandi” Horton          Trustee Jerome Russell                Trustee Dennis Sanders 
           Chair, Police Committee     Chair, Public Works Committee   Chair, Community Affairs 
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As I write this newsletter, I am wondering what the summer has in store for us in Riverdale.  I 
urge all parents to make sure your children have something to do this summer.  As a parent I know it 
is difficult, especially when you have to work.  Our park districts and churches offer summer programs 
and they need your support to be successful.   

 
Thanks to a grant from Congressman Jackson, we have hired 50 of our youth to work this 

summer.  Look for them around town, they are working outside, inside and planning their own 
production, more news to come on their activities.   
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During the month of May, we hosted five town hall meetings in order to share with you what 
your government officials do and more importantly to hear from you how you feel about the jobs we 
are doing.  Overwhelmingly the number one concern was our youth.  Parents, please exercise your 
parental responsibility rights and stay involved with your children and their friends.  It is nice to have 
mentors and good school teachers, but the number one influencing person in a child’s life is the 
adults that they life with.  It does not matter if it is a biological parent(s), grandparent(s), step-
parent(s) or foster parent(s).  You are the most important role model for our children. 

 
We continue to work for economic recovery and diversity.  Look for the openings of Family 

Dollar by summer and Washington Mutual Bank by this fall.  We are still in negotiations with the 
Metropolitan Water Reclamation District for land at 138th and Halsted in order to bring in new retail or 
commercial businesses.  The process with Cook County of obtaining title to the delinquent properties 
on Indiana Avenue is moving forward.  I keep forgetting about that government red tape, it gets 
thicker and thicker.  We are moving forward despite the delays. 

 
ACME Steel, which shut it doors, was purchased by the International Steel Group (ISG).  Well, 

a couple of months ago ISG was purchased by Mittal Steel.  Mittal Steel is the largest steel company 
in the world.  We are working with Mittal Steel for a land swap with our Cook County Forest Preserve 
Board.  The land swap is a win-win for Cook County, for Mittal Steel and for Riverdale.  Cook County 
gets more land than they would give up, land that is also accessible to the public.  This would allow 
Mittal Steel to expand its operations in Riverdale.  This expansion would generate property tax, 
construction jobs and upon completion new jobs and increased utility taxes for our Village.  
Commissioner Debra Sims and I are working hard to insure that this swap becomes a reality. 

 
 

Have a safe and fun filled summer! 
 

����������
 

POLICE DEPARTMENT – Peter Satriano, Chief of Police  
 
Greetings!   
BIKE PATROL  - As you may have noticed with the arrival of summer, we have implemented our 
bicycle patrol and have received many positive comments from residents as well as our local 
business men and women. 
BICYCLE RODEO - In the near future, we intend to have a bicycle rodeo for our children (dates and 
times will be announced) where members of our bicycle unit as well as other volunteer officers will 
teach our children proper riding techniques, as well as bicycle safety.  
                                                             
TACTICAL TEAM - We also have our tactical team up and running. This unit will be proactive while 
on patrol, operating seven days a week and concentrate on gang activity and narcotics, as well as 
any other quality of life issues, that our residents have concerns about. 
 
If you are having any problems in a specific area, please do not hesitate to let me know. I pledge to 
you, that I will address each and every area that is a concern to you, the good citizens of Riverdale.  
As I am out and about in the community and speak to numerous residents, I have received many 
positive comments about what a good job I'm doing as your police chief and the service that the 
police department is providing to our residents. Though those types of comments are nice to hear, I 
must tell you that it's not so much that I'm doing a good job as your police chief, but the men and 
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women of the Riverdale Police Department are dedicated individuals who are committed to making a 
difference in our community, and are truly the people who are responsible for any positive changes, 
and it is they who should be recognized for their efforts.  Also, you the residents who have supported 
us should also be commended. It seems that our goal of forming a partnership with the community is 
bearing fruit.  We will continue to serve you with respect and dedication. 
 

FIRE–RESCUE DEPARTMENT - Greg Knoll, Fire Chief 
 

TEN TIPS TO A SAFER HOME 
 
The Fire Department recently received correspondence from The Home Safety Council encouraging 
families to make safety a priority year-round. The Council’s top 10 tips to increase the safety of your 
home are shown below.   
  
1.  Install smoke alarms on every level of your home and test them monthly.  
2.  Develop a fire escape plan for your family that identifies two exits out of every room.  Plan a safe 
meeting place outside your home.  Practice makes perfect – hold a family fire drill at least twice each 
year.  
3.  Always stay in the kitchen while food is cooking on the stove.  
4.  Keep all stairways, paths and walkways well lit.  
5.  Install grab bars in bath and shower stalls, and use a non-slip mat or adhesive safety strips inside 
bathtubs and showers.  
6.  Post emergency numbers next to every phone in your home, including the Poison Control Hotline 
number (1-800-222-1222).  
7.  Install child locks on all cabinets used to store potentially dangerous items. 
8.  Keep your water heater setting at 120 degrees Fahrenheit or less. 
9.  If you have a swimming pool on your property, install four-sided fencing with self-locking and self-
closing gates. Fencing should completely isolate the pool from the home and be at least five feet 
high. 
10. Constantly supervise children in or near water such as pools, ponds, bathtubs and buckets.  
To learn more about how to stay safe in and around your home, visit www.homesafetycouncil.org.  

 

BUILDING & ZONING - Joe Ellington, Assistant Fire C hief 
 

The Village continues to conduct property inspections to help maintain all buildings and grounds in 
the community. Shown below are some of the areas that will be checked. 
  

Grass/weed growth over 6” tall.  Exterior peeling paint 
  Decayed/rotted wood   Refuge/garbage on or around property 

 Broken window/door glass   Missing doors 
 Roofing condition     Gutters and downspouts 
 Tuck-pointing and siding   Fencing and sheds  

Inoperative or unregistered vehicles on the property. 
Vehicles cannot be parked on grassy areas.  The parking surface must be approved. 
 
Boarding-up damaged window or door openings is only permitted in an emergency.  Repairs should 
be made as soon as possible.  Tickets will be issued if the board-up is in excess of 60 days. 
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PUBLIC WORKS – Jerry Townsend, Director 
 
CURBSIDE TRASH COLLECTION REMINDER :  Village ordinance states that garbage containers 
should be placed at the curb after 6:00 p.m. the night before your scheduled pick-up.  The emptied 
containers should be returned to your rear yard or garage the same day of your pick-up.   
 
YARD WASTE must be in biodegradable paper yard bags or in a separate container marked “YARD 
WASTE”.  PLASTIC BAGS ARE NOT PERMITTED. 
    
STREET SWEEPING PROGRAM is in full operation.  Be sure to move your vehicles on the day 
assigned for your side of the street. Check signs on each block for the day of the month for your 
sweep.  Violators may be ticketed. 
    
 

CLERK’S CORNER – Joyce Forbes, Village Clerk 
 

VEHICLE TAGS must be displayed  on July 1.  After July 1, the prices double for all tags.  If you 
purchase a new vehicle, you have 30 days to purchase you tag at the regular price.  A ticket blitz for 
non-display of vehicle tags begins soon. 

 
LOCAL ADJUDICATION COURT  is conducted on the second Wednesday of each month.  The types 
of cases that are heard by an adjudicator include property maintenance, local ordinance infractions, 
and parking/vehicle related cases.  Property Maintenance cases are heard at 2:00 PM, Juvenile 
cases at 4:00 PM, Municipal Ordinance cases at 4:30 PM, and Parking violations at 6:00 PM.   

Should you receive a Property Maintenance Ticket, please note the Compliance Date written 
on the ticket.  If you make the necessary repairs by the compliance date, you will not have to appear 
in court.  If repairs are not made by the compliance date, you will receive a summons to appear in 
court and fines may be levied even if you complete the repairs by the court date.   
 
SUMMER WATER CONSUMPTION    During the summer months, water usage tends to increase 
with watering lawns, washing cars, and pools, etc. The next billing cycle will begin on June 15 and 
end on August 15.  Your September bill may be higher than normal due to summer activities. 

 
TRANSFER STAMP FOR SALE OF PROPERTY  – The Village has instituted a Transfer Stamp 
which must be affixed to all deeds at the time of sale of property.  The stamp will be issued after all 
Village inspection issues are complied with and all debts due and owing the Village are paid in full.  
For more information, contact the Village Clerk’s office. 
  

Riverdale Chamber Flea Market 
 

July 9th, 16th, 23rd, and 30th.  (Held in Metra Parking Lot) 
 

Village Holiday Schedule for July and August: 
 

Monday, July 4, Independence Day 
 


