(March-April 2005)
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Your Riverdale Village Board
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Mayor Zenovia Evans Village Clerk Joyce Forbes

iy
Trustee Cheryl Foy Trustee Deyon Dean Trustee Louis Peyton
Chair, Finance & Personnel Chair, Public Works Chair, Economic Development
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Trustee E. “Brandi” Horton Trustee Jerome Russell Trustee Dennis Sanders
Chair, Police Committee Chair, Fire Committee Chair, Community Affairs

Dear Residents,

Quite often, | think about the changes that have occurred in Riverdale over my years of service as an
elected official. In 1993, when | was first elected to the Village Board, Riverdale demographics were much
different than they are today. | still remember seeing the lady sweeping the intersection at 138" and Indiana.
The average age of our citizens was slightly over 30, seniors comprised 13% of our population and the youth
population was only 28%. Quite different from today’s Riverdale.

I vividly remember a conversation | had with Queen’s Pastor Daniel Tomich after a Pastoral Council
meeting. We talked about commitment and the probability of seeing our plans fulfilled. My comment to him
was, “| wonder how many of these people will be here to see this plan to fulfillment?” His opinion and mine
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was, not many. Yet, there are more than | thought. With the help of those who have a long history in
Riverdale and the help of our newer residents we are building a better Riverdale.

I was born on the West Side of Chicago, moved to Englewood when | was a freshman in High School
(from Farragut to Parker) and to Roseland in 1970. By the time | moved to Riverdale, | had seen enough of
what happens when communities change. Riverdale is where | made the decision to work for the community
that | live in.

Two Park Districts, two Townships and two School Districts service Riverdale. Depending on where
you live in Riverdale, Calumet Township or Thornton Township provide your social needs, School District 133
or School District 148 provide your child’s education, and recreation is provided by either Riverdale Park or
Ivanhoe Park. You and | elect the people that govern the services we receive from these governing bodies.
Take a look at your tax bill. Riverdale is not the City of Chicago. The Village has no control over the other
elected officials who serve on the Park Boards, School Boards, Library or Townships. We did create the
Resource Center as a place for coordination and cooperation between all of these governmental agencies, and
we meet regularly with all of these organizations to assure ongoing cooperation.

Our Resource Center has done much more that coordinate resources. We are providing services that
are needed by our community today. We have a Grandparents Raising Grandchildren Support group that
meets each Monday. Childcare is provided for this meeting by Parents Care & Share, an affiliate of lllinois
Children’s Home Society. Barr Harris Children’s Grief Institute offers free counseling to families with children
affected by divorce and/or foster placement. They also counsel the parents/guardians on their rights. They
are available to counsel our children and families suffering loss. We have nearly 50 mentors trained to give
guidance, support and love to our youth. We need more. Our Girl Scout and Boy Scout numbers are rising.
The leaders have expressed an interest in working together on projects. We have a Mayor’s Youth Council.
These young adults represent all of Riverdale and | am hopeful that they can break the barrier that separates
the North Side of Riverdale from the South Side of Riverdale. We really are becoming a youth centered
community. | want our children to be proud and a part of where they live.

Each member of our police department has been trained in cultural diversity and, more importantly,
identification of domestic violence. Riverdale is the only community addressing the problems associated with
the development of children living with violence. Riverdale is also the lead community in the Disproportionate
Minority Confinement campaign. We do not want our young people to have criminal records and we have the
statistics that prove intervention works. As your Mayor and as a mother, | believe that we as a community can
raise our own children and keep as many as possible out of the judicial system.

POLICE DEPARTMENT — Peter Satriano, Chief of Police

The past nine months have been very challenging, rewarding and satisfying being able to serve as your
Chief of Police. My pledge to all of our residents is that the Riverdale Police Department will continue to work
for the betterment of our community. We will continue to dedicate ourselves to forging ahead and working with
you, our good citizens in the hope of making Riverdale a model community that surrounding towns will want to
emulate.

I have learned many things in the past nine months, and thank our residents for their cooperation with
the Police Department. One thing | did know was that by working together with our residents we could make
changes for the better.

Officer Shandre Hubbard graduated from the Police Training Institute on February 4, 2005 and will
begin field training on February 7, 2005 for a period of twelve weeks. We have another new officer Marcus
Lewis, starting training at the Police Training Institute in Champaign, Illinois on February 14, 2005. The
six new officers who preceded them are out of field training and are a productive part of our Police Department.

Again, | thank our residents for the cooperation that we as a Police Department have received from
you, and look forward to continue to serve and protect, with RESPECT and PROFESSIONALISM.



FIRE-RESCUE DEPARTMENT - Greg Knoll, Fire Chief

The National Fire Protection Association just completed a study of home fires. Results showed that
cooking equipment was the largest major cause of these types of fires. There is a downward trend for home
fires overall, but pots, pans, skillets and appliance fires are on the increase, causing over 117,000 fires
nationwide. These fires cause the highest number of injuries.

Please follow these guidelines when cooking: If you are extremely tired or sleepy, don't begin cooking
a meal. Remember to keep a constant watch on the food you're cooking. Turn off the stove if you have to
leave your house or apartment.

The same study reported over 3,800 outdoor grill fires. Remember to use charcoal lighter fluid once to
start your grill. If you have a propane gas grill, check the burners, valves, fittings, and hoses to make sure they
are in good repair. We want you to have a safe and enjoyable outdoor grilling season.

BUILDING & ZONING - Joe Ellington, Assistant Fire C  hief

The Village of Riverdale will conduct its second annual Home Improvement Expo on Saturday, March
19th. The event will again be held at the Thornton Township Senior/Youth Center located at 14323 Halsted
Street. The Expo will begin at 9:00 am and last until 3:00 pm. If you are considering any home repairs,
remodeling, or improvements, make time to stop by and meet the multiple exhibitors. They will be able to
explain the services they offer. The exhibitors will include material suppliers, contractors, and lenders. There
is no charge to attend this event.

The Village will again enforce outdoor property maintenance codes this year. The most often cited
items found on exterior inspections are: tree branches or landscaping overhang sidewalks or alleys, grass and
weeds over 6” high, refuse containers without lids, and garbage or refuse on the ground.

Also cited are structures that have rotted wood that must be replaced, or structures needing scraping
and painting. Abandoned or unlicensed vehicles parked on private property or on the street will also be
ticketed. Keep in mind that vehicles on private property must be parked on a paved, improved surface.
Parking vehicles on grass or an unimproved surface is how an ordinance violation.

CLERK’'S CORNER - Joyce Forbes, Village Clerk

CHECK OUT THE ELECTRONIC MESSAGE BOARD-

http://riverdalenews.blogspot.com is the web site to check on activities and events going on with the
Village, Schools, Parks, Library, and various other groups in the Village. Set it as one of your web browser
favorites to stay informed.

PASSPORT FEE INCREASE:

The U. S. Department of State has notified us that they are raising the fees for passport processing
effective March 8, 2005. The additional $12.00 is to cover the cost of increased security checks of passport
applicants. The fees for passport processing will now be $97.00.

CONSOLIDATED ELECTION — APRIL 5, 2005

In-House Absentee Voting begins March 15, and will continue through April 4, 5:00 PM. Hours are
Monday — Friday, 9 AM — 5 PM, and Saturdays, 9 AM — Noon. In-House voting is designed for those
individuals who will be unable to vote in person on Election Day. It allows you to vote in person in the Village
Clerk’s office before Election Day. On Election Day, | will deliver all the absentee ballots to the appropriate
polling places.

DISABLED VOTERS PROGRAM

This is a 5-year program handled by the Office of the County Clerk. Any physically incapacitated
person can automatically receive an application for absentee ballot for any election the individual is entitled to
vote in. The requirements to enroll in this program are:

The individual must be a registered voter in Cook County

The individual must fill out an application completely.
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The individual must have their signature or mark notarized.
The individual must have their physician fill out and sign the back of the application.

STUDENT PROGRAM

This is a 2-year program for any student who will be away at school during the time of elections.
Through this program the student will automatically receive an application for absentee ballot for any election
the student is entitled to vote in. The requirements to enroll in this program are:

The student must be a registered voter in Cook County

The student must full out the application completely

The student must include their school address, or the address they wish the ballot to be mailed to.

Applications for both programs are available from the Village Clerk, Village Hall, 157 W. 144™ Street, during
normal business hours.

If you have questions about either of these programs, or if you want more information, please contact Ms.
Sandie Hoglund at (312) 603-0930, at the County Clerk David Orr’s Office.

POLLING PLACES
The following is a list of the Polling Places in Riverdale. This list is taken from the Official Notice of
Polling Place as provided from the County Clerk’s Office.

CALUMET TOWNSHIP

Precinct # Address
4 13700 Stewart Patton School
11 13700 Stewart Patton School

THORNTON TOWNSHIP

Precinct # Address
32 13900 School Washington School
33 157 W. 144" st. Village Board Room
44 13800 Wabash Av. Our Savior’s Lutheran Church
46 208 W. 144th St. Riverdale Public Library
52 14323 S. Halsted Thornton Township Senior/Youth Center
70 144th & Stewart Av. Ivanhoe Park Field house (back room)
86 14242 Wabash Ivanhoe Reformed Church
96 14323 S. Halsted Thornton Township Senior/Youth Center
133 14200 Wentworth Park School

Village Holiday Schedule for March and April:
The Village Clerk’s Office, Public Works and Inspection Services will be closed on the following dates:

Friday, March 25, Good Friday



