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(March – April 2006) 
 

******************************************************************************************************************* 
Your Riverdale Village Board 

 

                              
 
               Mayor Zenovia Evans    Village Clerk Joyce Forbes 
 
 

                                                             
                         Trustee Cheryl Foy     Trustee Deyon Dean     Trustee Louis Peyton 
          Chair, Community Affairs      Chair, Fire & Zoning              Chair, Personnel/Finance 
 

                                                             
                      Trustee E. “Brandi” Horton          Trustee Jerome Russell                Trustee Dennis Sanders 
           Chair, Police Committee      Chair, Economic Development       Chair, Public Works  
 

��	������������	���������������
 
 As I prepared for this newsletter I kept thinking about our home and all that has happened over 
the past four years and all that continues to happen.  What started as a newsletter of encouragement 
to parents and all residents that will be affected by our children being out of school over the summer 
has turned into a letter of retrospect and encouragement for the future. 
 
 Family Dollar burned down and we have a new one.  Acme Steel shut its doors and Mittal 
Steel that has taken its place.  CVS is the first new sales tax revenue that Riverdale has seen in 
years.  The complete occupancy of Ivanhoe Commons is only hindered by our desire to insure that 
they rent to businesses that will be an asset to our community and of such a nature that our 
community will support them today and well into the future.  We are working to make sure that we 
have a diverse property tax stream.   
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 We have made progress with our redevelopment of our industrial district on 138th between 
Ashland and Halsted.  Finding a developer that has the financial means to redevelopment an 
abandoned industrial site takes a lot of time, energy and talent.  We are working to demolish our 
number one eyesore, the grainary.  The GRIP (Greater Riverdale Industrial Partnership) Board that I 
created is pursing all possible avenues to insure that we turn our inherited brownfields into property 
tax paying and job creating businesses.  Thanks to the Metropolitan Water Reclamation District’s 
Commissioner James Harris we are working toward leasing the property owned by MWRD.  This is 
the property known as Lake Riverdale, at 138th and Halsted.  We have new businesses on Indiana 
Ave. and we are working for more.  The Grand Coffee Shop has reopened in their new location and 
the gas station at the old Grand Site should open soon.  We are doing every thing we can to insure 
that the station that closed at 138th and Halsted is reoccupied and kept clean during this time of 
closure.   
 
 I am ecstatic about our redevelopment of Pacesetter.  Holsten Development Corporation has 
started with Lowe Ave.  They have purchased 87 of the 99 town homes.  They will be totally gutted 
and rehabbed for rental units.  Tenants will be interviewed and strict management policies will be in 
place to create a wholesome environment.  Pete’s Food and Liquor has been purchased and will 
soon be demolished.  This is phase one of a four-phase residential redevelopment effort.   
 
 Communities are much more than economic development.  It takes people that live here to 
build a community.  I encourage you to join, create or revitalize community based organizations.  
Nothing speaks louder than a combined voice.  Government may not be able to do everything that 
you want but speaking as a group keeps elected officials responsible.  Take for example the CAIR 
group in old Riverdale.  They, as a group, were instrumental in bringing in State Representative Will 
Davis to help start a bus route on 138th Street.  Do you remember the RIA?  The Riverdale 
Improvement Association for years worked to represent the needs of all of Riverdale.  If you are 
interested in starting any type of community based organization, let me know how the village can help 
you. 

 
Parents, summer is coming and we wish you luck in finding something for our children to do.  I 

raised two sons that were 11 years apart and I now have a five year old grandson living with me.  I 
have been paying tuition and child care all of my adult life.  I know it is not easy and it costs way too 
much money to keep them occupied.  But as parents, do we have any choice?  I remember my 
childhood on the Westside of Chicago.  I was a Douglas Park Day Camper.  My sisters and I walked 
there and back.  Is the same possible today?  Whether it is or isn’t, our children will need to be 
occupied or they will occupy the time of Riverdale’s Police.  Check with our Park Districts, Churches 
and the YMCA in Harvey.  There are things for them to do. 

 
We are planning a Gus Macker Basketball Tournament in Riverdale for July 15-16.  This event 

could bring over 20,000 visitors to our village for a two day event.  Making this happen brings us 
publicity and revenue.  We need Riverdale based organizations to help make this a success.  If you 
have any ideas or are willing to commit your time and energy, call the Macker hotline at 841-6000 and 
leave your name and number.  Co-chairs Pastor Jody Betton-Rice and Trustee Cheryl Foy will return 
your call as soon as possible.  Together we can make this a fun family event and a financial success.   
 

Until next time, 
 

����������
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RIVERDALE PARTICIPATES IN EMERGENCY DISPATCH CENTER  

POLICE DEPARTMENT – Peter Satriano, Chief of Police  
FIRE–RESCUE DEPARTMENT - Greg Knoll, Fire Chief  

 
The Village of Riverdale has joined E-Com, a joint emergency dispatch center.   This center is providing 
emergency dispatch services for police and fire departments in: Riverdale, Flossmoor, Glenwood, Hazel Crest, 
Homewood, and South Holland.   
 
People in the community will continue to dial 9-1-1 to request police, fire, or ambulance emergency services.   
 
The police station will be open as always and there will be no change in service.   If you have any questions 
about reports or other police station services, call the police non-emergency phone, 841-2203. 
 
Fire department personnel can be contacted on the fire department’s business phone, 849-2124.   
 
Scheduling of inspections (property sale, rental) is now being done through the clerk’s office at the Village Hall, 
157 West 144th Street.   The Village Hall phone is 841-2200.  
 
 

BUILDING & ZONING – James C. Stock, Director 
 
3rd Annual Contractors Expo  – Homeowners can meet and talk with contractors -  this is the place to start 
before any home remodeling project.  The event is Saturday, March 18 th at Park School, 142nd & Wentworth, 
beginning at 9 AM.  Representatives from various companies will be on hand to talk about window 
replacement, roofing, painting, electrical,  and plumbing – just to highlight a few.  Each year more contractors 
and residents exchange information and ideas!!  Be sure to mark this on your calendar. 
 
Property Maintenance  – Now, with spring just around the corner, it is the time to work on the exterior of your 
home.  The contractors expo is one way to get information regarding those projects you have been putting off 
due to the bad weather.  Keeping your home up to code will enhance the value of your property and your 
neighborhood!  Now is the time to take care of peeling paint, damaged gutters, curled roofing shingles, broken 
windows, and general appearance of your property.  If you have any questions, contact Roy McKinney, 
Property Maintenance, 849-1798 ext. 3006. 

 
 

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT – Jerry Townsend, Director 
 
Street Sweeping – The schedule begins on April 1.  Be sure to move your cars on the days posted on your 
side of the street to accommodate sweeping. 
 
Spring Clean-Up – The annual Saturday Clean-Up will be scheduled for May.  Watch for the exact date in the 
May Newsletter. 
 
Firewood Available -  We have firewood available free to all residents.  Just stop by the Public Works garage 
Monday through Friday, between the hours of 8 am and 2 pm.  Check in with staff in the office.   
 
Snow Reminder  – Snow routes are still in effect.  Also, please do not shovel snow into the street. 
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VILLAGE CLERK’S OFFICE – Joyce E. Forbes, Clerk 
 
Primary Election – March 21, 2006 - New voting procedures will be in place for this primary election.  Voters 
will be able to “Early Vote”.  This means you may choose to vote before the actual primary date by walking in 
to Village Hall, presenting ID, and casting your ballot.  Prior to this new law, one needed to verify they would be 
unable to vote on election day, by completing a request for absentee ballot.  “Early Voters” will not be required 
to provide a reason for them to be voting before election day.  The period for “Early Voting” continues though 
March 16.  On March 17 and March 20, a voter may still vote at Village Hall, but they will need to complete an 
affidavit with a reason they would be unable to vote in person on election day.   
 Another change is the new ballot style, which is a card where voters mark the circle next to one’s 
candidate’s name.  Punch cards will not be used.  Should you need special assistance, Cook County Clerk 
David Orr’s office can make special arrangements for touch screen voting.   Village Hall will be open for early 
voting Monday through Friday, 9 am to 5 pm.   

 
Water Rate Increase – Water Rates have increased and you are seeing the increase on this billing.  Riverdale 
purchases water from the City of Chicago.  This year, Chicago did not increase the actual rates for water 
purchase, but they did eliminate the discount that Riverdale received for paying our water bill within 10 days.  
This discount amounts to approximately 3%.  The Village Board increased water rates only by the amount of 
that we have to pay the City of Chicago.  Your new rate is $3.33 per 1000 gallons used.   

 
 

COMMUNITY EVENTS – Trustee Cheryl Foy  
 

GUS MACKER ALL-WORLD TOUR COMING TO RIVERDALE JULY 15-16, 2006!! 
  
What is the Gus Macker?   A nationally renowned three-on-three pick up basketball tournament that runs in a 
hometown, family-friendly manner that benefits local charities and businesses. 
  
Who can play?   Male and female, young and old, short and tall, experienced or no experience, ages 7-70, 
anyone!!  Teams are computer matched by age, height and experience of players. 
  
How can I get involved?   We will need lots and lots of volunteers, sponsors, teams, organizers... please call 
the Riverdale Macker Hotline at 708-841-6000 and let us know that you're interested. 
  
How can I find out more?  Go to the link at www.villageofriverdale.org or www.macker.com  
  
Watch for more details to come!! 
 
 

Village offices will be closed to observe the follo wing holiday: 
 

April 14  Good Friday 
 
 
Daylight Savings Time begins on April 2.  Turn your  clocks ahead one hour, and don’t forget to change 
the batteries in your smoke detectors. 
 
 

Zenovia G. Evans, Village President   Joyce E. Forb es, Village Clerk 
 

Village Trustees 
 

Cheryl A. Foy  Deyon L. Dean 
Louis Peyton  Jerome Russell 
E. Brandi Horton  Dennis Sanders 


