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(May-June 2005) 
 

******************************************************************************************************************* 
Your Riverdale Village Board 

 

                              
 
               Mayor Zenovia Evans    Village Clerk Joyce Forbes 
 
 

                                                             
                         Trustee Cheryl Foy     Trustee Deyon Dean     Trustee Louis Peyton 
          Chair, Finance & Personnel     Chair, Public Works          Chair, Economic Development 
 

                                                             
                      Trustee E. “Brandi” Horton          Trustee Jerome Russell              Trustee Dennis Sanders 
           Chair, Police Committee            Chair, Fire Committee             Chair, Community Affairs 
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I and the entire Village Board say, “Thank You!  We appreciate your confidence and look forward to 
continuing to serve you.”  We pledge to continue working to: 
   1. Bring in new business 
  2. Stabilize and improve our housing stock 
  3. Deliver village services to all residents fairly and equally 

4. Work with all other levels of government to coordinate and enhance the services they 
provide to us                                                                                                                                                                                     

 I, as your Mayor, remain open to new suggestions, comments and criticism.  My reaction to every call 
or letter is how can I improve what we have done in the past.  I cannot over emphasize how important your 
voice is to me and the entire Village Board.  Keep calling, no issue is too small or too big.  Again, thank you 
and I look forward to four more years of doing what I love, serving the community that I love. 
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Beginning in May of 2005, I will serve as the President of the South Suburban Mayors and Managers 
Association (SSMMA).  It is a prestigious position for me but more importantly it validates the issues for the 
Village of Riverdale.  This organization gives a voice to the issues that we in the South Suburbs face.  As 
President of the SSMMA, I have an opportunity to put the issue of economic incentives for communities that 
have affordable housing at the top of our issues to our state and federal legislatures.  I have already been 
working for this with the Metropolitan Mayor Caucus.   Being president gives a little more credibility to my voice 
when I say we in the South Suburbs welcome everyone, we want the jobs to employ the people that live in our 
communities.  While I welcome and appreciate every grant that Riverdale has received, wouldn’t it be great not 
to need grants in order to survive.  Please do not tell the higher ups but grants make me feel like Claudine (Do 
you remember that movie?). 

I have resurrected an old term, “Riverdalian”, but have added to its meaning.  I use it for people I have 
met who have a commitment to our community.  It is the resident that says, “Not on my block” and starts a 
block club, or I can find something for these kids to do and does it.  It is the person that does not hesitate to 
complain about the trash, how well the Village takes care of village property, police patrol or street lights that 
are out.  It is the person that gets tired of the uncut grass next door and cuts it.  A Riverdalian is the lady that 
walks down 144th St. with a plastic bag because she is picking up trash along the way.  In essence it is a word 
that describes all of us who not only complain, but do something about it.  From one Riverdalian to another, do 
not stop being who you are, Riverdale needs you.  Now if I could just figure out the correct way to spell it.  

Since I have been told I only have one page and I can talk or write forever, I have a suggestion from a 
resident to relay to you.  If you are a professional, own a business of any kind or a jack-of-all-trades, please let 
our village offices know who you are.  We would like to start a directory of businesses for Riverdale.  Mr. 
Bolden’s idea is we should celebrate and support each other.  I think this is an excellent step in uniting our 
community.  Please don’t forget if you are a home based business, get your business license first.  It is only 
$50.00.  If this idea takes off as I think it will, you will recover that investment in no time. 

 

����������
 

 
POLICE DEPARTMENT – Peter Satriano, Chief of Police  

With the summer months approaching many children will be out and about enjoying the nice weather.  I 
would like to remind all of our residents to please slow down when driving and be aware of children who may 
run or cross the street without looking, and riding bicycles. 
 
The National Safe Kids Campaign reminds us of the following: 

·  The day you buy your child his first “big kid’s” bike.  
·  The day you remove the training wheels and watch your child pedal away on his own.  
·  The day your child heads to a friend’s house without asking you for a ride.  
These are milestones in both of your lives.  So much more than a toy, a bicycle represents independence 

for children. 
Unfortunately, bicycles are more than a toy. They are associated with more childhood injuries than any 

consumer product except the automobile. That is why it’s so important to teach your kids bike safety as they 
enjoy their increased independence. You can greatly reduce your child’s risk of injury simply by setting a few 
basic and simple rules such as: 

·  Wear a helmet, elbow and kneepads.  
·  Obey traffic signals, and do not weave in and out of traffic. 
·  Dress in bright colored clothing. 
·  Never ride with headphones. 
·  Use lights when riding at night. 
·  Keep bicycle in good repair by checking the tires and brakes. 

 
Following these few basic tips can keep our childre n safe while riding their bicycles.  Let’s all have  a 
safe and happy summer !! 
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FIRE–RESCUE DEPARTMENT - Greg Knoll, Fire Chief 
 
90% of child fire deaths occur in homes without working smoke detectors.  Most of these deaths are not 

from the heat or flames, but from inhaling the smoke and toxic fumes that are a result of the fire.  The 
poisonous gases emitted by a fire actually put people in a deeper sleep and many suffocate without ever 
waking or ever becoming aware of the fire. 

Smoke detector safety tips include installing smoke detectors near each sleeping area and on every 
level of your home.  Test them weekly.  When you change your clocks, change your smoke detector batteries.  
Follow the manufacturers instructions for installing, operating, and maintaining your smoke detector. 

The National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) data indicates that close to 11,200 people across the 
country suffered injuries related to fireworks.  The majority of those injuries involved children younger than 15.  
Most fireworks are NOT legal in the State of Illinois.  Misuse or the use of fireworks, especially by children, can 
create dangerous situations.  The safe alternative to using fireworks at home is to attend a public display 
where a licensed professional runs the show. 
 
 

BUILDING & ZONING - Joe Ellington, Assistant Fire C hief 
 
A new ordinance was recently passed that will impact properties.  The Village has established a 

registration process for all vacant buildings.  The responsible party (owner, manager, occupant, land trust, 
and/or mortgagee) must register the property with the Clerk’s office.  The responsible party must maintain the 
property in compliance with this ordinance and all other Village codes.  Copies of the entire ordinance can be 
obtained at the Clerk’s office. 

We would also like to remind you of existing ordinances that will also improve the Village’s appearance.  
All vehicles must now be parked on improved, paved surfaces.  It is no longer legal to park a vehicle on your 
front, side, or rear yard lawn.  Parking areas must be paved with asphalt or concrete.  Loose gravel surfaces 
are not acceptable. 

Temporary board-ups are allowed for up to 60 days in emergency situations (fire damage, vandalism, 
or windstorms).  The damaged property should be repaired and the boards removed as soon as possible 
(usually within 30 days).  Extended board-ups are no longer allowed.   

Please do not place yard waste (grass, leaves, branches, etc.) in plastic bags.  You must use 
biodegradable paper yard bags or place these items in a separate container marked “YARD WASTE”. 

Property maintenance or municipal ordinance tickets will be issued to those who do not comply with 
Village ordinances. 
 
 

PUBLIC WORKS – Jerry Townsend, Director 
 
Adopt-A-Planter  

The Adopt-A-Planter program is highly dependent on volunteer participation from residents, schools, 
youth organizations, senior clubs, local business, and any other organization willing to participate.  The 
responsibilities of volunteers will be to plant flowers and maintain the flowerbed.  Public Works will provide the 
flowers.  To volunteer for this program call the Public Works Department at (708) 841-2202. All volunteers will 
then be contacted to pick or assigned sites and set up planting dates. 
 
Sidewalk Replacement Program 

It is your responsibility to maintain the public sidewalk in front of your home.  Participating in this 
program is an affordable way to keep your sidewalks safe and your neighborhoods beautiful. 

The Public Works Department will arrange for repair or replacement of sidewalks on a cost-sharing 
basis.  The Village will pay 50% and the resident will pay 50%.  Applications will be available May 1st at the 
Village Hall or call (708) 841-2202 for one to be mail to you.  

To qualify for this program one of the following conditions must exist: sidewalks must be sunken or 
raised to a height difference of one inch or more between sections; broken or separated into three or more 
pieces; or 50% or more of the surface deteriorated.  Depending on the extent of the damage, a sidewalk will 
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either be repaired or replaced.  Applicants will be contacted by Public Works whether or not their sidewalk is 
eligible for the program.  We will start with the worst and work our way down the list. 

The Village has a limited budget for this program.  If you qualify and are scheduled for work your 
payment will be due before the work can be started. If you have any questions call (708) 841-2202.  
        
 

CLERK’S CORNER – Joyce Forbes, Village Clerk 
 
VEHICLE TAGS go on sale on May 2.  During May, auto tags are discounted to $25.00.  During June, 

all tags are regular price:  $30 for cars & “B” Trucks, $15 for motorcycles, and the Senior rate is $7.00 (one per 
household).  Watch for your application in the mail. 

 
BUSINESS LICENSES:  All business licenses are to be renewed by May 1.  If you have a business 

that you operate from your home, you are required to obtain a Home Occupation Business license. 
 
YOUTH IN GOVERNMENT NIGHT:  Please join us on Tuesday, May 10, as our young people “take 

over Village Hall” for the night.  Youth from the area elementary schools will become the Mayor, Clerk, 
Trustees, and Department Heads for the night and conduct the Village Board meeting.   

 
SEATING OF THE NEW BOARD:   The newly elected officials, Mayor Zenovia G. Evans, Clerk Joyce 

E. Forbes, and Trustees Cheryl A. Foy, Jerome Russell, and Dennis Sanders will be officially sworn into office 
at the Village Board meeting of May 10.  The meeting starts at 8:00 PM.   
 
 
 

Village Holiday Schedule for May and June: 
The Village Clerk’s Office, Public Works and Inspection Services will be closed on the following dates: 

 
Monday, May 30, Memorial Day 

 
 

Dolton Riverdale Boys Baseball will kickoff their baseball season with a parade on Saturday, May 7, 
beginning at 11:00AM.  The parade will start at Ivanhoe Park, proceed along 144th Street to Dolton Park.  
Come out and show your support for this much needed program. 
 

The Village of Riverdale, the Riverdale Tree Commission, Riverdale Park and the Riverdale Community 
will celebrate Arbor Day with the planting of a new tree in Riverdale Park.  The ceremony will be held on 
Saturday, May 21, starting at 12:00 Noon.  This year’s tree honors our service men and women.  This is also 
Armed Forces Day, so this year’s theme is very appropriate.  Come and join us! 
 
 

VILLAGE OF RIVERDALE TOWN HALL MEETINGS 
 

Mayor Evans and the Village Board will be holding a series of Town Hall Meetings in May.  The Meetings 
will be held on the following dates and times: 
 

·  Monday, May 9, 6:30 PM, Riverdale’s Community Resource Center, 137th & Wabash. 
·  Thursday, May 12, 6:30 PM, Ivanhoe Methodist Church, 145th & Clark. 
·  Monday, May 16, 6:30 PM, Ivanhoe Park Fieldhouse, 144th & Stewart. 
·  Monday, May 23, 6:30 PM, Riverdale Park Rec Center, 137th & Eggleston. 
·  Thursday, May 26, 6:30 PM, Ivanhoe Reformed Church, 143rd & Wabash. 

 
Come and hear what we are doing, what is planned, and have your questions answered.  We look 

forward to seeing you at one of these meetings. 
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Spring Clean-Up 
 

The Village of Riverdale in cooperation with Tri-State Disposal will 
sponsor the annual Spring Clean-Up.  This event will take place on May 7, 
2005 from 8:00am to 3:00pm. 

Items for pick up must be place where Tri-State normally picks up your 
weekly garbage.  Tri-State will only pick up what you have out and they are 
making one stop per household.  Please do not ask them to wait while you 
bring out more or to come back later.  And as always do not put items in the 
alley roadway or in the street. 

White goods, such as refrigerators (doors must be removed), stoves, 
washers and dryers will be pick up at this time.  Construction materials, 
hazardous waste (used oil, paints or chemicals); tires or batteries will not be 
accepted. If you have any question or need more information call (708) 841-
2202. 
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STREET SWEEPING 
 

The Village has purchased a new Street Sweeper and along with that comes the start of our street 
sweeping program.  Soon every street in Riverdale will have a permanent sign stating when that street will be 
swept.  Anyone who does not move their vehicle will be ticketed, but because this program is new, the first 
month we will issue warnings. 

This program will begin April 15th and end October 31st of every year.  And yes we will be a little late 
starting this year.  Please bear with us, because of the late March delivery of the new machine, employee 
training, and making and installing the signs, we will start a little late this year.  Our target date to start the 
program is May 1st. 
 
The street sweeping schedule is: 

West Ivanhoe 
North-South Streets: 

West side of the street the 1st Monday of every month 
East side of the street the 1st Tuesday of every month 

East-West Streets: 
South side of the street the 1st Wednesday of the month 
North side of the street the 1st Thursday of the month 

 
East Ivanhoe 

North-South Streets: 
West side of the street the 2nd Monday of the month 
East side of the street the 2nd Tuesday of the month 

East-West Streets: 
South side of the street the 2nd Wednesday of the month 
North side of the street the 2nd Thursday of the month 

 
North side of town East of the Metra Station 

North-South Streets: 
West side of the street the 3rd Monday of the month 
East side of the street the 3rd Tuesday of the month  

East-West Streets: 
South side of the street the 3rd Wednesday of the month 
North side of the street the 3rd Thursday of the month 

 
North side of town West of the Metra Station 

North-South Streets: 
West side of the street the 4th Monday of the month 
East side of the street the 4th Tuesday of the month 

East-West Streets: 
Southside of the street the 4th Wednesday of the month 
North side of the street the 4th Thursday of the month 

 
Thank you for your patience and cooperation, together we can make this program successful and 

productive. If you have any questions or comments call me at (708) 841-2202. 
 

 
 
 


