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(May-June, 2007) 
 

******************************************************************************************************************* 
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Dear Residents, 
 
 

 This newsletter contains many exciting events and procedures for our village.  Please read through the 
department reports so you can be aware of what is happening in your village. 
 Election Day was April 17th and three Riverdale Trustees were unopposed.  Trustee E. Brandi Horton 
decided not to run for re-election and we welcome Deborah Smiley to our Board.  Deborah is married, a 16 
year resident, mother of two and Real Estate agent.  She has a BA in Business Administration.  Her skills and 
her dedication to Riverdale will be a welcomed addition.   
 Even though the trustees were unopposed we did walk and knock on doors.  With our schedules as 
elected officials we enjoy the opportunity to talk to you one on one.  We really do value your input and take 
your concerns seriously.  We live here and have the same concerns as you.  We hear the cars with the loud 
music, we see the young adults with nothing to do and we see the houses that seem to have more people 
coming in and out than live on the entire block.   

We do not have a sign up saying “gang bangers welcome to Riverdale.”  The gang bangers and drug 
dealers are living somewhere in Riverdale or visiting someone in Riverdale.   
 On March 21st we held a meeting with many of our landlords.  They agree we need to do more to 
control what happens in and around our rental units.  We will be holding landlords accountable for the people 
that they rent to.  All rental property will be treated as a business, thereby requiring a business license.  
Penalties will be assessed for failure to obtain the business license and the required training.  Accountability is 
required of landlords as well as their tenants.   

Accountability is also required of parents.  It is the parent’s responsibility to find something for their 
children to do.  Children with nothing to do will usually find something to do that is not in their best interest.  I 
congratulate the thousands of Riverdale parents that put their children first and do everything they can to keep 
their children involved in constructive activities.  Our children are worth it. 
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VILLAGE ADMINISTRATOR  – Arlette S. Frye 
The Village Board has made two changes to the Municipal code as it relates to rental properties. 
 
First, it has expanded its requirement of obtaining  a license for rental property to include buildings  with 2 units 
and single family homes .  The license requirements are similar to the current requirement for buildings with three or 
more units.  The annual license period is from October 1st through September 30.  The fees shall be $20.00 per unit for all 
buildings with two or more units and $50.00 for all single-family rental residences.  For any license not paid by October 
31st the fee shall be two times the annual license fee.  Remember, no license will be issued or renewed unle ss the 
applicant owner or operator completes an inspection  as required by Sec. 15.48.110(E) of the Village co de.  If you 
rent a home within Riverdale please pass this infor mation on to your landlord. 
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Second, in an effort to improve to the quality of l ife of our neighborhoods, the Village Board has ado pted the 
Village of Riverdale Crime Free Rental Housing Prog ram.  This ordinance has four main components: 
 

1. As a prerequisite to obtaining a rental license, the rental owner, agent, or designee shall complete the 8-hour 
Crime Free Rental Housing Seminar provided by the Village of Riverdale Police Department.  This is a one 
time requirement. Classes start in early June, please contact Village Hall to register. 

2. A Crime Free Lease Addendum or similar wording in the body of the lease that specifies criminal activity as a 
lease violation shall be used in all residential rental leases.  This provides the owner/manager the means to 
evict a tenant that is involved with criminal activity or allows/facilitates criminal activity on the property. 

3. A definition for nuisance rental property has been established.  Once a rental property is declared a nuisance 
AND the owner, manager, or owner designee is failing to attempt to resolve the problems, the village 
administrator may suspend the rental license or request the village board to revoke the rental license. 

4. The owner, agent or designee of a residential rental property is required to perform criminal background 
checks on all potential tenants. 

 
Remember, no MFD license will be renewed on October 1st without completion of this seminar.  Please plan 

accordingly.  If you have any questions regarding these ordinances or any other housing issues contact Lynda Odigie at 
708-841-2109. 
 
 
RIVERDALE COMMUNITY RESOURCE CENTER  – Myrna Thompson  
RIVERDALE ALTERNATIVE POLICING STRATEGIES (RAPS) 
Riverdale Alternative Policing Strategies (RAPS) organization is being established in cooperation with Village of 
Riverdale, Riverdale Police Department, and Riverdale Landlord Association to address concerns and implement pro-
active measures to reduce crime and create safer neighborhoods within Riverdale's apartment dwellings.  Be on the look-
out for more information and details in the near future. 
 
 
RIVERDALE HOUSING AUTHORITY  – Lynda Odigie 
Office of the Illinois State Treasurer offers “Our Own Home–A Partnership for the American Dream.”  Established in 2002 to help Illinois 
residents buy a home or keep their existing homes from being foreclosed, this program has spent over $19 million in loans. 
 
Our Own Home is geared toward potential homeowners who have a hard time securing a mortgage loan. To help overcome this barrier, 
the Illinois State Treasurer’s Office offers an incentive for lenders to approve loans they would normally reject. The Our Own Home 
program guarantees 10 percent of each loan amount, according to the county set maximum standards, in the event that a homeowner 
defaults on the loan. Should there ever be a default, this ensures that a lender recovers at least part of its investment.  
 
Our Own Home can also help a homeowner refinance a mortgage or do a loan modification if at least one payment was missed due to 
circumstances beyond their control and they’ve shown that there’s a good chance they can start making payments again.  For example, 
a homeowner may have missed payments because he or she was out of work recuperating from an injury or illness but is now working 
again and earning an income.   For details, call the toll-free number 1-888-803-HOME (1-888-803-4663) or visit the website at 
www.ourownhome.net.  The information is also available in Spanish at www.micasausa.net. 
 
Housing Events Calendar 
 
May 16, 2007: Riverdale & CEDA present a free Home Maintenance Workshop, 6:00pm. – 8:00 pm@ Riverdale Village Hall, 157 W. 

144th St., contact information Ms. Odigie 841-2109 
May 18, 2007: Riverdale Housing Authority Annual Meeting, @9:30 am  
June 21 and August 16, 2007 :  Riverdale Landlord Association next meetings will be held, dates are Thurs. @6:30 pm at Village Hall 

conference room. Meetings are held bi –monthly. 
June 28, 2007 : Riverdale & Diversity Inc. will host its first Business After hours Networking Event. The theme “Investment and 

Reinvestment in Diverse Communities” all elected officials, developers, bankers and real estate professional are welcomed to 
attend. Support us in our efforts to be a unified voice upholding the values to maintain a quality of life for all in our community. 

 
 
CLERK’S CORNER  – Joyce E. Forbes 
BUSINESS LICENSE RENEWALS All businesses in the Village of Riverdale must renew their licenses BEFORE 
May 1.  Remember, no business may operate in the Village without a valid license and licenses must be prominently 
displayed in your place of business.  
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POLICE DEPARTMENT   - Gregory Baker  
Recently Riverdale Police encountered a safety issue regarding a child left unattended inside an unlocked parked 

vehicle, along with a purse and other valuables in sight.  This situation could have easily turned into a tragedy.  The 
Community Policing Initiative would like to suggest the following guidelines to prevent you and your loved ones from 
becoming a victim or a target of crime. 

···· Never  leave a small child inside a vehicle unattended. 
 ···· Always be aware of your surroundings. 
 ···· Do not leave valuables in plain sight inside your vehicle. (Items such  

a purse/wallet, keys, money, cell phone, and CD’s/CD case) 
 ···· Do not leave your vehicle running while picking up or dropping off 
  your child. Thieves love these opportunities. 
 ···· Always lock your vehicle doors and make sure the windows are  
  completely closed, no matter how long you will be away from your vehicle. 

···· Do not preoccupy yourself by talking on the cell phone, pay attention to your surroundings. 
 ···· Park your vehicle in an area with good lighting at night whenever possible. 
Using these precautions may prevent you from becoming a victim. 
 
CITIZEN CALL BACK PROGRAM  In an effort to improve communication between our police department and 
residents, we have “Citizen Call Back Program”. This program began in April and will enhance our current Community 
Policing efforts.  Residents who called for service will be contacted by Shift Sergeants, either in person or by phone, to 
provide them with feedback on their request for police service. The Sergeants will also request information about the 
responding officers’ promptness, attitude, professionalism, etc. Verbatim statements made about the officer(s)’ handling of 
the call are encouraged.  
 
 
THORNTON TOWNSHIP JOB FAIR  – JUNE 6 
 Mayor Evans and Thornton Township Supervisor Frank  Zuccarelli are partnering again for this annual ev ent.  South 
Suburban College Field House, 15800 S. State, So. H olland.  Wednesday, June 6 – 8 am to 2 pm.  Info:  708-596-6040 Ext. 3129. 

 
 
PUBLIC WORKS – Jerry Townsend  
STREET SWEEPING REMINDER Please obey the street sweeping signs on your street.  Failure to remove parked 
vehicles on street sweeping days will result in the issuance of parking tickets.  For detail of the street sweeping policy and 
schedule call Village Hall (841-2200) or Public Works (841-2202). 
 
 
 

ARE YOU THE NEXT RIVERDALE IDOL??? 
  

The Quality of Life Committee is sponsoring the 1st Annual Riverdale Idol Talent Search.  We 
are looking for that talented girl or boy, ages 8-18, to be awarded Riverdale Idol of 2007! 
 Auditions will take place on Saturday July 28 and August 12.  Registration forms will be 
available at Village Hall and local businesses. 
 The Quality of Life Committee plans to award the Riverdale Idol at their annual picnic on 
September 8. 
 This intense competition is open to individuals only – so get practicing your poetry reading, 
singing, musical instrument playing, dancing, or other unique ability and get ready to show us what 
you’ve got!!!!!!!!!!!! 

 
 
 
 

Village Holiday Closure 
 

Monday May 28, 2007, Memorial Day Holiday 
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