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Your Riverdale Village Board

Mayor Zenovia Evans Village Clerk Joyce Forbes
Trustee Cheryl Foy Trustee Deyon Dean Trustee Louis Peyton
Chair, Community Affairs Chair, Fire & Zoning Chair, Personnel/Finance
Trustee E. “Brandi” Horton Trustee Jerome Russell Trustee Dennis Sanders
Chair, Police Committee Chair, Economic Development Chair, Public Works

Dear Residents,

Thank you to all the volunteers that made Macker 20 06 a success, see you next year !

Riverdale’s Village Board, Department Heads, employ  ees and all of our volunteers wish you and your
family a safe and happy holiday season . Regardless of your religious belief or lack of, the months of November and
December have historically been times of great joy and/or deep sorrow. Many of us become overly stressed just trying to
keep up with holiday festivities and expectations. Let us all try to relax, slow down and enjoy our family and friends.

This issue introduces our new Chief of Police, Greg Baker and our new Village Administrator, Arlette
Frye. Chief Baker became familiar with our community many years ago as a young (young is relative) police officer.
Chief Baker is the first Police Chief of Riverdale to be appointed from outside of our police ranks. He is ready to work with
our department and for the good of our village. Ms. Frye, our Village Administrator, has actually worked for Riverdale in a
financial advisory role since July, 2002, and has been a reliable advisor to the board and department heads. As residents
or members of our business community do not hesitate to call either of them. Chief Baker and Ms. Frye are now
members of the hardest working department heads in the Southland and are dedicated to serving our Riverdale
community.



Meet the newest members of our team at any one of t  he following TOWN HALL MEETINGS — 7:00 PM
Monday, Nov 6 — IVANHOE PARK FIELDHOUSE Monday, Nov 13 — IVANHOE REF. CHURCH (143" & Wabash)
Wednesday, Nov. 15- RESOURCE CENTER Monday, Nov 20 — RIVERDALE PARK REC CENTER

(137" & Wabash) (137 ™ & Eggleston)

November 7 " is Election Day. Voting is no longer a right, it is an obligation. Regardless of your heritage, you,
as a resident, are obligated to voice your opinion in the community that you live. It does not matter if your position wins or
loses. If you lose by 5% or 49%, your vote is heard. Every vote against means an issue or problem has to be addressed.

Here in Riverdale we have a referendum for home rule on the ballot. There is much talk for and against home
rule. You are being asked to make a decision about where you live, Riverdale, on November 7™, Our lllinois State
Statute states, “a home rule unit may exercise any power and perform any function pertaining to its government and
affairs including, but not limited to, the power to regulate for the protection of the public health, safety, morals and welfare;
to license, to tax and incur debt.”

Following is a brief summary of home rule powers in lllinois (municipalities with populations greater that 25,000
are automatically home rule):

Non-Home Rule — can only exercise the powers explicitly given by State statutes

Home Rule — can exercise any powers appropriate to local government which are not denied by State statute

lllinois has 1272 municipalities and 163 of those municipalities are home rule, of which 82 are by referendum.
Home rule municipalities must follow the same 5% tax cap as non-home municipalities. Home rule communities can
decide how to apply the tax rate and thereby apply revenue to the areas that need it most. Home rule communities:

1. Can address quality of life issues
a. Juvenile vandalism and curfew
b. Manage neighborhood integrity with the assistance and advice of local organizations and block

clubs
C. Improve the quality of rental properties
Are protected from county home rule powers (Cook County is the only lllinois county that is home rule)
Have the ability to license and regulate business
a. Limit the number and type of businesses
b. When needed impose impact fees on businesses that that come into our community

4. Have greater zoning ability

a. Thereby increasing our ability to recruit new businesses
b. Decide what type of housing and where

Home rule abuse can be and is controlled by:

1. Not re-electing municipal officials

2. Voters can, by referendum, rescind the powers of home rule

3. State government has the power to pre-empt any home rule action

Home rule does not give any municipality the power to levy a tax on income, occupation or earnings without
approval by the general assembly. While home rule communities may receive preference on interest and the ability to
pass bonds, home rule communities are restricted in the revenue used to repay debt.

Do not forget that you are obligated to the community where you live to vote for that community’s well being.
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VILLAGE ADMINISTRATION — Arlette Frye, Administrato r

| am honored to have been appointed to the position of Village Administrator. | do not take this appointment
lightly. While the Mayor is the Village's chief executive officer, what are the duties of the administrator? The administrator
oversees the day to day operations of the Village on behalf of the Mayor. My goals are to achieve an efficiency and
functionality in the operations of the Village, making Riverdale a great place to live and work. We need to remember the
Village staff would not be here if it were not for you, the residents. Likewise, the residents would not be here if it were not
for the support services of the Village staff.

So, who am | and how did come to Riverdale? | have a bachelor’s of administration degree in business, with an
emphasis in accounting. | am a certified public accountant with over twenty-five years of experience. Many of those
years, | specialized in municipal accounting. | have provided the Village of Riverdale with financial consulting services
since July 2002 and in July 2005 was named Director of Finance. | have a thorough knowledge of the Village’'s financial
constraints and am working with your board to contain and counteract all negative impacts. So as you can see, | have
extensive experience and a familiarity with the Village of Riverdale. | look forward to meeting as many of you as possible,
as we continue to make Riverdale the gem of the south suburbs.

POLICE DEPARTMENT — Gregory Baker, Chief

Hello Citizens, my name is Greg Baker and | am your new Chief of Police. Prior to coming to the Riverdale Police
Department | was a Deputy Police Chief with the Park Forest Police Dept, where | served for 23 years. | am very familiar
with fighting crime, interacting with the community and dealing with quality of life issues. My plan as Chief of Police begins
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with my simple philosophy of striving to insure that the community that we live in and work in, is a safe place. | look
forward to working with the residents of the community as we partner to pro-actively solve our present and future issues.

RIVERDALE COMMUNITY RESOURCE CENTER — Myrna Thompso n, Director

The Riverdale Community Resource Center is designed to help our residents’ access information and assistance
to improve their quality of life in the Village of Riverdale. Recent events have included:

* Free physicals and immunizations for school children on Saturday, October 7th

* Seven (7) week training for community youth workers on Advancing Youth Development

On a regular basis we host meetings with Riverdale’s Block Clubs and Riverdale’s Police Department. We
facilitate community service sessions for our youth and their parents, we host weekly (Mondays 10 am - noon) support
group meetings for Grandparents & other relatives raising children. Free weekly counseling service is provided for
children and families that are victims of trauma.

Residents are encouraged to contact our Resource Center staff about volunteering to keep Riverdale ' the best
little Village in Illinois’. Stay in touch and learn about new technology and our expanded programs for the benefit of our
citizens on the horizon. We have many new and exciting things planned for the Village of Riverdale.

Ms. Sandra Topps, Volunteer Coordinator - Mrs. Norma Webster, Mentor Coordinator - Heloise Smith, Secretary
Mrs. Myrna Thompson, Director
Riverdale Community Resource Center - 841-7054 between 9 am - 5 pm Monday- Friday

FIRE DEPARTMENT - Gregory Knoll, Chief
The theme for 2006 Fire Prevention Week was “Prevent Cooking Fires: Watch What You Heat.” According to the
latest research, cooking is the leading cause of home fires. One out of three home fires begins in the kitchen. Cooking
fires are also the leading cause of home fire-related injuries.
Often, when we're called to a fire that started in the kitchen, the residents tell us that they only left the kitchen for a
few minutes. We hope all Riverdale residents practice the following safety tips:
Stay in the kitchen when you are frying, grilling, broiling, or boiling food.
If you must leave the room, even for a short period of time, turn off the stove.
When you are simmering, baking, or roasting food, check it regularly. Use a timer to remind yourself of
cooking times.
If you have young children, use the stove’s back burners whenever possible. Keep children and pets at least
three feet away from the stove.
When you cook, wear clothing with tight-fitting sleeves.
Keep potholders, oven mitts, wooden utensils, paper and plastic bags, towels, and anything else that can
burn, away from your stovetop.
Clean up food and grease from burners, stovetops, and broiling/baking areas.
Remember When you changed your clock, did you chang e the batteries in your smoke detectors? Also, car  bon
monoxide detectors are required within 15 feet of a |l sleeping areas by January 1, 2007. Have a Merry and fire-safe
holiday season.

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT - Jerry Townsend, Director

The mission of the Public Works Department is to effectively deliver quality services to enhance the living and
working environment of the community. This Department is able to perform its job well because residents advise us of
maintenance that needs to be done and situations that need attention. We, your Public Works Employees, thank you for
helping us work for you. We are responsible for water distribution, our sanitary system, storm water collection, street and
alley maintenance, street lights, tree trimming and removal, maintenance of traffic signals, street signs, and maintenance
of the Village's fleet, buildings and grounds. We also oversee any infrastructure construction projects.

Sewers and sanitary back ups require special attention. Please call the Public Works Department before any
work is done. If the problem is determined to be the owner’s responsibility, our Building & Zoning Department will be
happy to provide a list of licensed plumbers. We recommended that you receive two estimates before having major work
is performed. Most of the time the problem is usually tree roots and not a collapsed pipe.

Winter is right around the corner which means snow. Parking restrictions, as part of our snow removal plan, go
into effect after an accumulation of two inches of snow where there are signs posted. These streets receive two passes
down the center of the street to open access to the neighborhood, then, we return to plow curb to curb. Please do not
push snow into the street. The street needs to be clear for safe passage by everyone. Objects in parking areas, other
than cars, is illegal and will be removed.

Free firewood is available to Riverdale residents (proof of residency is required) and can be picked up at public
works. You are responsible for loading.

Public Works garage is located at 14101 S Halsted St. We are open between the hours of 8:00am and 2:00pm

For more information call (708) 841-2202



SOMEONE YOU SHOULD KNOW - Riverdale Housing Authori ty & Human Relations Commission, L. Odigie

Leroy Rushing is a person you should know. Leroy has lived in the Village of Riverdale for over 10 years. He is
well known by his neighbors and visitors to Riverdale, for his beautifully manicured property. Leroy has been retired for 9
years, and loves to garden. It is a familiar sight (while driving or walking by) to see him hard at work in his yard. Leroy is
always more then happy to share tips on gardening and home improvement with his neighbors and friends.

He often, while on daily walks, stops and pulls weeds out of Riverdale’'s parkway garden boxes, cleans up cans
and garbage that litter our streets and alleys, and notifies residents of garage doors that have been left open as well as
other potential hazards.

Leroy is a resident who certainly loves and takes pride in his community. He is also, a board member of the
Housing Authority of Riverdale, an active member of the AARP, and has volunteered many hours to his community.

Through our Housing Authority’s Human Relations Commission, we are encouraged to recognize Riverdale
residents who continue to show community pride and enhance the quality of life for their fellow neighbors. If you would like
to share your stories about “Someone You Know” in Riverdale, please send in you typed and edited stories to the Housing
Authority of Riverdale, 157 W. 144™ St. For further information call 708 841-2109

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE TIPS

With winter just around the corner, the following annual maintenance issues are very important to avoid damage from
the cold weather:

Have furnace and chimney checked.

Check weather stripping around doors and caulk around window frames.

Repair or replace cracked/broken windows.

Check the condition of exterior paint. Scrape, prime and repaint before the temperature falls below 50 degrees.

Remove, drain and coil all garden hoses. Turn off interior cut-of valves to outside faucets. Open the outdoor faucet to

eliminate freezing.

Clean leaves from gutters and downspouts.

Check for damaged roof shingles and the flashings around the chimney.

Clean dryer hoses and exterior vents.

Remove fall leaves from the lawn. Leaves must be bundled in brown paper biodegradable bags.

Fertilize and re-seed lawns.
Sources include organized home.com, real-estate-agent.com, and Senior Living. Edited by Adelle Swanson, Riverdale Library

VILLAGE HALL OFFICE - Frances Richard Bey, Deputy C lerk/Office Manager

From the Village of Riverdale’s front office staff we wish safe holidays for the residents and businesses in the
Village of Riverdale. Halloween will have already passed when this newsletter goes out, so we hope it was safe and that
every child and/or adult enjoyed a fun fall festival. Thanksgiving is approaching, may you enjoy the day with your family
and friends and celebrate with the special people in your life. During the Kwanzaa and Christmas seasons, we hope
everyone has a happy, joyous, and merry holiday; may you enjoy this time of the year in the special way that your family
traditions celebrate

We look forward to interacting with the residents, business owners, and visitors of the Village of Riverdale, and we
strive to work with each person that comes into our office in a professional and courteous manner as we follow the
guidelines, ordinances, and policies of the village.

CLERK’S CORNER - Joyce Forbes, Clerk

General Election Information — November 7 is the Ge  neral Election — Be sure to vote!
ANNUAL TREE DECORATING AND LIGHTING CELEBRATIONS

Thornton Township, Sunday, November 26 from 3-4 PM, in front of our Village Hall on 144" st, Saturday,
December 2", from 3-5pm and Sunday, December 3 from 3-5 PM, plan to attend the annual Holiday Tree Decorating and
Lighting celebration at the Public Safety Building, 725 W. 138" Street. Santa will be on hand for your children and
everyone will enjoy the cookies and hot chocolate. Bring an ornament to place on the Village tree. Sign our Ribbon at the
Village Hall.

PET TAGS
All pet tags expire on December 31. Renewal applications are going out in December. Tags are $8.00 per
animal with proof of current Rabies vaccination, limit of 3 animals per household.

Village Holiday Closures and Hours Change
Thanksgiving Holidays - November 23-24, 2006 (Villa ge Hall open late TUES, Nov. 21 ONLY that week)
Christmas Day — December 25, 2006
New Year’s Day — January 1, 2007
Save this date, Macker 2007 — June 30-July 1
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