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Dear Residents, 
 
 
Every other month I struggle with what to write.  Those of you who know me know that I have no 

problem talking, but putting my thoughts into words takes time and concentration.  Today I want to prompt you to think about 
the history of Riverdale. 
 
Do you know where and how Riverdale began?  Do you know what was originally growing in the ground here before streets 
and sidewalks were built?  What do you know about Rosebud Farm?  How did we become a Village with two townships, two 
school districts, two park districts and, at one time, two state representatives?  Our history is rich and, as residents, we need 
to explore what went on in the past.   
 
Back in 1840 it cost 25 cents for a double wagon to cross the Little Calumet into Riverdale and it only cost 1 cent for a person 
to cross.  Animals including elephants cost 2 cents each.  In May of 1957 the Mayor received $1200.00 a year as a salary, 
plus $200.00 a year as a member of the Board of Local Improvements.  Today, 50 years later, my salary is $12,400 which 
includes the liquor commissioner stipend.  Riverdale really gets the best bang for its buck. 
 
Did you know that Riverdale used to have its own theater?  The green leaded glass hanging in the Board room was on the 
outside of our theater.  I am grateful that it now belongs to our Village.  There is a piano on the second floor of the public 
safety building that was in the old Village Hall on 142nd Street.  History is history and I want to hold onto every bit of 
Riverdale’s history that is possible.   
 
Since I am writing about history, I want to include some of the knowledge I gained this past week at the Illinois Municipal 
League Conference.  We had a wonderful presentation by a man, Patrick Lee.  He became President Thomas Jefferson 
before our very eyes.  He presents the following Decalog of Canons for Observation in Practical Life from the real Thomas 
Jefferson.   
 
 1. Never put off til tomorrow what you can do today. 
 2. Never trouble another for what you can do yourself. 
 3. Never spend your money before you have it. 
 4. Never buy what you do not want, because it is cheap; it will be dear to you. 
 5. Pride costs us more than hunger, thirst and cold. 
 6. We never repent having eaten too little. 
 7. Nothing is troublesome that we do willingly. 
 8. How much pain has cost us the evils which have never happened. 
 9. Take things always by their smooth handle. 
 10. When angry, count ten, before you speak; if very angry, an hundred. 
 
Think about it.  We have heard this all before.  Let us follow it. 

Until next time.                                                                                                                    ���������  
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VILLAGE ADMINISTRATOR  - Arlette Frye    Chair  Tru stee Jerome Russell 
Many things have been happening in Riverdale lately.  To date, we have had nearly 200 landlords attend the Crime Free 
Housing Seminar.  The feedback from everyone has been nothing but positive.  The CFH committee has worked hard and 
done a great job getting this program implemented.   The Fire Department has just concluded its Fire Prevention Week by 
attending the schools and hosting “breakfast with the firemen”.  They were the perfect hosts.  The property at 419 W 138th St. 
which has been an eye sore for a long time is now gone and clean up of the property has begun.  The Public Works 
department has been working diligently sprucing up the village and getting us ready for the winter season.  Their efforts are 
noticeable and they have done a great job.  If you have not yet visited our network center at 13725 Wabash, you really should.  
It is quite impressive. 
 
As you can see many things are happening and we have many more on the horizon.  Join with us as we close out this year 
and look forward to the next as we continue to make Riverdale a great place to live and work. 
 
FRONT OFFICE – Frances Richard-Bey   Deputy Clerk/Office Manager  
Hello from your front office staff.  Our goal is to provide courteous service to the residents, business owners, contractors, and 
everyone who transacts with the Village of Riverdale while working within the ordinances and policies of the Village.  Water 
billing, property licenses, business licenses, contractors’ licenses, building permits, inspections, transfer stamps, pet tags, 
vehicle stickers, monthly parking permits, voter registration, passport applications, and adjudication hearings are among the 
many services we provide.   
 
The Village is currently inspecting and licensing all rental units, whether they are single family homes, condos, two flats or 
larger apartment buildings.  We also require all rental unit owners to attend a Crime Free Housing Program Seminar and 
implement Crime Free Lease Addendums with each tenant’s lease.  If you need additional information regarding Crime Free 
Housing contact Officer Beatty 708-841-2203. 
 
The acceptance of passport applications has been so busy that we are currently doing additional training so every clerk in our 
office will be an acceptance agent.  Everyone is not trained as of yet, so please call in advance to make sure the staff will be 
able to accommodate you.  Also you have to allow approximately three months or more for processing so apply early. Call 
708-841-2200 for additional information. 
 
LANDLORDS – Please pass this information to your tenants:  In order to accommodate the Thanksgiving holiday our office 
will be open from 9am to 8pm on Tuesday November 20th, we will close at 5pm on Wednesday the 21st, and our offices will be 
closed Thursday the 22nd and Friday the 23rd.  We will also be closed on Tuesday December 25, 2007. 
 
CLERK’S CORNER – Joyce E. Forbes    Village Clerk 
PRIMARY ELECTION IS FEBRUARY 5  
Election Judges are needed to serve in Suburban Cook County locations.  Training is required and judges can earn up to 
$150.00.  Please call Cook County Clerk David Orr’s office at 312-603-0965 for more information, or obtain an application 
online at www.voterinfonet.com.   
 
NOW AVAILABLE AT VILLAGE HALL:  
NO SOLICITORS INVITED decals are now available at Village Hall for $1.00.  All door-to-door solicitors are required to be 
licensed and have been informed when they get their license that they are not to solicit at homes displaying these decals.  
Should someone knock on your door, and you have a decal displayed, you should call the police immediately to make a 
report. 
Also, any solicitor needs to have a Village of Riverdale badge or license on his/her person.  If they do not have such a badge, 
you should not invite them into your home.  Again, anyone knocking at your door without any such identification from the 
Village should be reported to the Police Department, 9-1-1.   
Do not let strangers into your home unless they hav e proper identification! 
 
NEW ORDINANCES 
Multi-Family and Rental Units Defined – An ordinance approved in August defines a “Multi-Family” Dwelling as any non-owner 
occupied living unit.   Owners of Multi-Family and/or Rental units are required to have a current inspection, to be licensed, and 
to attend a seminar for “Crime Free Housing.”  Regular license fees are $50.00 for 1 or 1-unit buildings, and $20.00 per unit 
for 3 or more unit buildings, however, on November 1, all license fees have doubled.  Any owner who has not registered for 
licensing is also subject to ticketing.    
 
Amendment to Health & Safety Code  - This ordinance states that refuse pick-ups for buildings 3 or more rental units, must be 
maintained as often as necessary so that trash is not above the top of the container. 
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All trash for all residential and apartment buildings must be in containers with tight fitting lids.   
 
Beauty/Barber/Nail Shops – This ordinance was passed in September and limits the establishment of such shops as a 
Conditional Uses in business districts.   
 
Adoption of the Illinois Food Service Sanitation Code – This ordinance provides that all food establishments in the Village 
adhere to the State of Illinois Department of Public Health code. Check it out at:  
http://www.ilga.gov/commission/jcar/admincode/077/07700750sections.html 
 
RIVERDALE HOUSING AUTHORITY - Lynda Odigie     Chai r Trustee Dennis Sanders 
Riverdale Landlord News 
Thursday, Nov. 15th - Riverdale Landlord Association will conduct a special meeting to discuss the new changes that the Cook 
County Sheriff Department will perform regarding its way evictions are done. The sheriff no longer provides the movers who 
take out an evicted tenants property. The Sheriff department will respect the current court ordered removal moratoria when 
the temperature is 15 degrees or colder, the heat index is over 95, it raining or snowing or its Christmas time. All Riverdale 
Landlord are encouraged to attend. RSVP @ 708 841-2109. 
Crime Free Housing Program 
Thanks to the many Riverdale Landlord that participated the Crime Free Housing Program seminar held on Oct, 6th & Oct. 
13th. We have heard overwhelming response from our landlords that the information provided would be useful tools in the 
future. There are still dates available, call to register at Village Hall, or stop by to sign up in person before Oct. 31st. 
The Housing Authority of Riverdale is seeking Volunteers for its Human Relation. 
 
BUILDING & ZONING  – Roy McKinney   Chair Trustee Louis Peyton  
Riverdale Newsletter Property Maintenance 
In spite of the unseasonably warm weather, winter is on the way.  There are many tasks for a homeowner to save money and 
prevent expensive repairs. 
·  Repair loose exterior handrails.  Seal cracks in the driveway and walkways. 
·  Check shingle damage on the roof. 
·  Change batteries in alarms when changing the clocks. 
·  Consider installing foam gaskets behind wall outlets and switch covers. 
·  Wash windows to improve solar gain. 
·  Set the water heater for 115 – 120 degrees for maximum efficiency. 
·  Check tuck pointing on the chimney. 
·  Purchase gas for the snow blower and be sure snow shovels are in good repair.  Purchase ice melt crystals for steps and 

sidewalks. 
·  Set ceiling fans to circulate cool air from the floor up into the warmer ceiling air. 
·  Consider adding attic insulation (R38 recommended) and check attic ventilation. 
·  Schedule furnace maintenance to check for carbon monoxide emissions.  Change furnace filters.  Vacuum heating vents 

and returns. 
·  Remove dead or dying tree limbs. 
·  Drain hoses and shut off exterior water lines. 
·  Clean dryer vents. 
·  Caulk cracks around windows and doors.  Install weather stripping or door sweeps as needed. 
·  Move terra cotta or ceramic pots inside or into the garage to prevent cracking. 
·  Make sure water runs away from the foundation of the house.  Purchase gutter extensions or dig soil to angle water away 

from the foundation. 
·  Remove leaves from all gutters. 
 
POLICE DEPARTMENT – Gregory Baker    Chair Trustee Cheryl Foy  

COMMUNITY ALERT! 
The Riverdale Police Department would like to alert the residents of Riverdale as well as all visitors to our community about 
the increasing amount of street robberies that have occurred this month. An unusual amount of street robberies have occurred 
between Halsted Street and Indiana Avenue on and around 144th Street. These robberies are occurring between the hours of 
3pm and 2am. 
In these instances it has been reported to police that there are at least two offenders at each of these robberies. The 
offenders have been described as male blacks, between the ages of 15 and 20 years old, 5’9 to 6’0 in height, thin build, and 
at times armed with a weapon. Please understand that the police do not believe that all the offenders are the same offenders 
at each robbery. 
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Please be aware of your surroundings when walking and if possible walk with a partner or group to your destination. When 
walking the police suggest that you do not have any valuables, money, electronics, etc. visible. If you feel like you are being 
followed, we suggest that you try to get to a location such as a store, gas station, or where there may be a group of people so 
you can safely call the police or have someone call the police for you. In the event you are the victim of a robbery the 
Riverdale Police suggest you do the following: Do Not argue or agitate the offender(s). Turn over whatever items the 
offender(s) is demanding. (No valuables are worth being injured or losing your life.) 
Do Not attempt to fight with the offender(s) Call the police immediately or as soon as it is safe to do so. 
If you see anyone who looks suspicious and possibly matches the descriptions of the offenders please call  911 immediately 
to report it to police. If anyone has any information regarding these robberies please call the Riverdale Police at   708 841-
2203. 
 
RIVERDALE NETWORK CENTER - Heloise Smith     Chair Trustee Dennis Sanders                  
The Riverdale Network Center is anticipating the start of the Learn Together Technology Initiative Computer Class to begin 
the 1st week in November. The Class is design for  Parents  and Guardians (1 of each)  to  learn basic computer skills. If any 
residents have any questions, Please contact Heloise Smith at 708-841-4153. Classes will be held on Tuesday and Thursday 
evening from 7:00-8:30 p.m.   
 
Network Center is open for business to use the facility for all your Technology needs.  Please come out Monday-Friday 9:00 
a.m.- 3:30 p.m.  To reserve computer times or if you have any questions, contact Heloise Smith at 708-841-4153 
                                                   
                                                  MEETING SCHUEDULE / 13725 WABASH 
 

South Suburban College GED Classes                                            Monday-Thursday 10 am-2p m  

The next class periods are from  October 22nd - Dec ember 14, 2007.  Please bring State ID or Drivers L icense to 

register. 

Grandparents (and other relatives) Raising Children  Support Group               Mondays from 10- Noon.   

Free Childcare during meeting. 

Riverdale Mentoring Project seeks adults to work on e-on-one with young people from the community.  Tra ining will 

be provided.  Contact Norma Webster at 841-7054 for  details 

 
QUALITY OF LIFE COMMITTEE –  Chair Trustee Deyon De an 
Congratulations to the Riverdale idol Contestants!! !! 

                                                                                                                                    
The Quality of Life Committee will be hosting their  annual Best Christmas Decoration Challenge, and th e winner will 
be chosen on December 21, 2007.  So get your homes ready “May The Best House Win”. 
Village is looking for energetic and dedicated volu nteers to serve on our Quality of Life Committee an d our Mayor’s 
Youth Council.  For more information please call De metria Waddell 708-841-6716   
 
Volunteers are needed for a variety of events in th e Village of Riverdale. For more information please  call Demetria 
Waddell 708-841-6716.                             
Coming events call our Hotline at 708-841-6000 
 

    Village Holiday Closures and Hours Change 
Thanksgiving Holidays – November 22-23, 2007 (Villa ge Hall open late Tues, Nov. 20 ONLY that 

week ) 
Christmas Day – December 25, 2007 

New Year’s Day – January 1, 2008 


