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(September-October 2005) 
 

******************************************************************************************************************* 
Your Riverdale Village Board 

 

                              
 
               Mayor Zenovia Evans    Village Clerk Joyce Forbes 
 
 

                                                             
                         Trustee Cheryl Foy     Trustee Deyon Dean     Trustee Louis Peyton 
          Chair, Economic Development   Chair, Fire Committee            Chair, Finance & Personnel 
 

                                                             
                      Trustee E. “Brandi” Horton          Trustee Jerome Russell                Trustee Dennis Sanders 
           Chair, Police Committee     Chair, Public Works Committee   Chair, Community Affairs 
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There are so many things happening in Riverdale it is hard to keep up.   
 
Last night I met with Dr. Constance Shabazz regarding opening a health center in Riverdale’s 
Resource Center.  Dr. Shabazz has a dream of opening an all inclusive facility that will treat more 
than the physical ailments of patients.  Many times emotional and social problems contribute to the 
physical illness.  We are looking for volunteers to assist us in defining the scope of services to be 
provided, locate long term funding options and serve on the board of directors.  If you are able to 
volunteer please call Myrna Watkins-Thompson at 841-7054. 
 
On Thursday August 11th, Governor Blagojevich was in Riverdale.  He signed an Inter-Model 
Transportation Bill that seems to have been written for Riverdale.  While we hate getting caught by 
trains the very existence of railroads help make Illinois a major transportation hub.  Riverdale, with rail 
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service of CSX, IHB, Norfolk & Southern and Canadian National, is strategically located to lead our 
area in economic recovery built upon inter-modal, rail to road access.  From Riverdale we can go 
anywhere in the Country. 
 
Over the summer we hired approximately 50 of our young people.  Along with working they found 
time to sing, write plays as well as use their artistic skills on trashcans that have been placed 
throughout the village.  It was a real learning experience for them as well as us.  If you attended our 
back to school bash, you had an opportunity to see them in action.  If you missed them you will have 
another chance on September 10th at our Quality of Life’s Family Picnic at Riverdale Park.  Bring your 
family and grill out to enjoy N-Demand and the Versatiles.  We will also be having line dancing and 
stepping. 
 
October 1st is ‘Comcast Cares Day’.  Each year across the country over 30,000 Comcast employees 
volunteer to make a difference in the communities they serve.  Riverdale will host the event this year.  
With over 200 volunteers from the Village of Riverdale, Uhlich Children’s Advantage Network (UCAN) 
and Comcast we will make improvements to 20 of our resident’s homes.  If you are able to help us 
help others, please call Lynda Odigie at 841-2109. 
 
Assistant Chief Joe Ellington resigned his position effective August 26th.  Joe served as the Assistant 
Fire Chief as well as the Director of Building and Zoning.  We will miss Joe but we wish him luck in his 
future endeavor.   
 
In light of his leaving, we decided to reorganize the Building and Zoning Department.  Inspectional 
services will be answerable to the Director of Building and Zoning.  This department will now 
supervise all types of inspections.  This includes electrical, plumbing, Certificates of Occupancy, 
Certificates of Compliance as well as maintaining the exterior of our buildings.  To this revamped 
department we re-welcome Jim Stock.  Jim worked with us about five years ago and is quite capable 
of handling this new assignment. 
 
We are looking for a volunteer to serve on our Zoning Board of Appeals and Appearance Committee.  
With all the new things we have planned for us, this is an exciting time for this board.  We are in the 
process of updating our zoning ordinances.  If you have some time and you would like to make an 
impact on where you live, please submit a brief resume to the attention of Sandy Johnson here at the 
Village Hall.   
 
Volunteering where you live helps to build a community. 
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POLICE DEPARTMENT – Peter Satriano, Chief of Police  
 

R - E - S -  P -  E - C - T 
The summer has been enjoyable, hot but enjoyable.  Yet there is still plenty of hot weather to come.  

The school year is beginning again.  These two topics bring to mind several other topics that are 
intertwined and affected by the first two.  This is a time to remember that we as a community affect the 
quality of each others’ lives.   

 With hot weather comes open windows and with open windows sounds travel more easily, 
especially as vehicles travel on our roads.  The Village of Riverdale strives to promote a friendly 
atmosphere and in so doing ask that all community members think about one another. Keep in mind 
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that others around you may not be interested in listening to your type of music, brand of television show 
or topic of conversation.  There are Village Ordinances about loud music, sounds, emitting from car and 
home stereos. Please respect others’ right to quiet. 

 The students that are returning to school are also deserving of respect.  Please comply with 
the school speed zones and watch for the children and crossing guards on the corners.  It is important 
to instruct our children to use the sidewalks walking to and from school and to cross at the crossing 
guards that are there to aid in the safe crossing of the street.   

 While on the subject of walking on the sidewalks, another important quality of life issue comes 
to mind. Please instruct our children in the proper manners and respect for the other community 
members as the students are walking to and from school.  Each year the Police Department receives 
numerous complaints about the students; being rowdy, blocking traffic, fighting and scaring off 
customers from the business along their paths.  Please remind the students to show the respect for 
others that they want shown to them.   

 This is a time for all of us to make an extra effort to show respect for each other and make the 
rest of the summer as enjoyable as possible.  As always we thank you for your cooperation. 

 
RESOURCE CENTER - Myrna Watkins-Thompson, Director  

 
RIVERDALE YOUTH IN ACTION 

With a youth employment grant via Congressman Jesse Jackson, Jr., fifty Riverdale teens worked 
this summer.  In addition to getting work experience and earning money, the youth of the Village of 
Riverdale have provided:   

·  A youth production company: Suburban Talent Association of Riverdale (STAR) with a 
debut including over forty children who performed at the Back To School Bash in Ivanhoe 
Park on August 6th 

·   A youth written community newsletter : Troof B Told  (two issues have been distributed in 
the community and monthly issues can be expected) 

·  Message displaying , decorative garbage cans are seen throughout the Village that were 
designed and created by Riverdale youths 

 
This is a part of Mayor Evans’ initiative to make Riverdale a ‘ youth-centered’ community.  Look for 
these projects continuing and new youth projects in the future. For more information or details contact 
the Riverdale Community Resource Center at 841-7054. 
 

FIRE–RESCUE DEPARTMENT - Greg Knoll, Fire Chief 
SENIOR CITIZEN SAFETY 

Research shows that slips and falls are the leading cause of home injury and related death, and 
older adults are at the greatest risk of suffering a serious fall-related injury.  

A Home Safety Council “Safe Steps” program encourages physical activity for seniors to maintain 
balance, strength, and flexibility.  It also encourages consulting your doctor and pharmacist to 
review medications (prescription and over the counter) and diets to reduce the risk of dizziness, 
weakness and side effects.   

The program suggests checking your residence for full-length handrails on both sides of stairways, 
proper lighting in all areas and nightlights for evening hours.  Grab bars are suggested for all 
bathroom fixtures.  Non-slip tape or mats are encouraged in bathtubs and showers.  Area rugs 
should have liners, no-slip backing, or be secured with dual-sided tape.  Make sure that steps, 
landings, walkways and floors are kept clear and any spills are cleaned up immediately.  Try to wear 
sturdy shoes with thin, non-slip soles.   



 4 

Often-used items should be stored on easy to reach shelves.  Make sure to use a step stool with a 
bar for hard to reach items.  Never use a chair as a step stool.  More program information is 
available on the web site, www.homesafetycouncil.org.  

BUILDING AND ZONING DEPARTMENT 

Outside property maintenance issues continue with the change in seasons.  During the fall, please 
continue to maintain the exterior of your property.  Remove any living or dead overgrowth.  Cleaning 
out your gutters will eliminate water backup onto the roof and walls of the house. Raking leaves 
from the streets, parkways, and yards improves the look of our community and minimizes flooding 
during fall rains.  This is also a good time to look at scraping and painting any exterior woodwork 
and surfaces to protect your property from winter damage. 

 

Welcome to our new Building and Zoning Director, Mr. Jim Stock.  Mr. Stock looks forward to 
working with the residents and property owners of the Village.   

We wish Asst. Chief Ellington good luck in his new position with a different south suburban fire 
department.  
 

PUBLIC WORKS – Jerry Townsend, Director 
 
LEAVES AND YARD WASTE  must be in biodegradable paper yard bags or in a separate container 
marked “YARD WASTE”.  PLASTIC BAGS ARE NOT PERMITTED.  Do not rake leaves into the 
street. 
STREET SWEEPING PROGRAM is in full operation.  Be sure to move your vehicles on the day 
assigned for your side of the street. Check signs on each block for the day of the month for your 
sweep.  Violators may be ticketed. 
    

CLERK’S CORNER – Joyce Forbes, Village Clerk 
 

SOLICITATION IN THE VILLAGE – Anyone who knocks at your door soliciting goods or 
merchandise must be licensed by the Village.  All persons who have received a license should be 
displaying a Village of Riverdale Solicitors badge.  Please call Village hall 841-2200 or the Police 
Department (841-2203) if someone is soliciting your business without displaying the proper tag. 
NEW CONSOLIDATED SERVICES AT VILLAGE HALL -   In order to serve you better, all 
construction permits, point of sale inspections, rental of property inspections, and contractor licensing 
functions have relocated to Village Hall.  Kathie and Karen now have joined Cathy, Marilyn and 
Tamiko to provide “one-stop” services for residents – now at Village Hall.   
TRANSFER STAMP FOR SALE OF PROPERTY  – The Village has instituted a Transfer Stamp 
which must be affixed to all deeds at the time of sale of property.  The stamp will be issued after all 
Village inspection issues are complied with and all debts due and owing the Village are paid in full.  
For more information, contact the Village Clerk’s office. 
 
Village Holiday Schedule:     Monday, September 5, Labor Day 
New Office Hours:  With the consolidation of services at Village Hall, we have new hours: 

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 9am – 5 pm    Wed nesdays from 9 am – 8 pm. 
 

Riverdale Public Library News:  The library will be closed from September 10 through October 1 to 
move back into their renovated building.  The library will reopen to the public on Monday, October 3.   


