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(September-October 2006) 
 

******************************************************************************************************************* 
Your Riverdale Village Board 

 

                              
 
               Mayor Zenovia Evans    Village Clerk Joyce Forbes 
 
 

                                                             
                         Trustee Cheryl Foy     Trustee Deyon Dean     Trustee Louis Peyton 
          Chair, Community Affairs      Chair, Fire & Zoning              Chair, Personnel/Finance 
 

                                                             
                      Trustee E. “Brandi” Horton          Trustee Jerome Russell                Trustee Dennis Sanders 
           Chair, Police Committee      Chair, Economic Development       Chair, Public Works  
 

��	������������	���������������
Dear Residents, 
 

As I write this newsletter our summer break is over.  Hopefully when September gets here and our children are in 
a regimented program again things will quiet down.  The number of young adults appearing in our local adjudication 
hearings reached an all time high in June with 91 on the docket.   
 

While it takes a village to raise a child, the parents or guardians have to be actively involved in the process.  I just 
remembered something I learned years ago.  We raise crops and we rear children in the way of the Lord, or whomever or 
however our higher authority may guide us.  Our children are not weeds.  Our children are our flower gardens that must 
be weeded of all negative influences.   
 

I congratulate everyone that has maintained a well kept lawn during the excessive heat of this summer.  I realize 
how costly it is in time and money to keep our lawns looking well groomed.   
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     This lawn needs loving care                This lawn is well loved 

 
Our Gus Macker 3-on3 Basketball Tournament is all set to go on September 9th beginning at 8AM at 144th & 

Atlantic.   Please join us on as we welcome the participants in the first Chicagoland Macker in Riverdale.  Come out for 
food, fun, and fantastic basketball. 

 

����������
Fond Farewell from our Police Chief – Peter Satrian o 

As many of you know, I will be retiring after a long and blessed career with the Village of Riverdale Police 
Department effective September 8, 2006.  I truly have enjoyed my tenure as your Chief of Police, and I appreciate the 
opportunity I have had to serve the citizens of Riverdale.  As this will be my last news article, I would like to thank Mayor 
Evans, the Village board of trustees and most of all, the citizens of Riverdale for your support, encouragement and 
guidance you provided me throughout my entire career. 

When I was appointed as your Police Chief, my main goal was to build a trust between the residents and the 
Police Department. I truly believe in my heart that goal was accomplished.  I would have liked to do so many other things 
that needed to be done, but I am very confident that the incoming Chief will accomplish the remaining goals and then 
some.  In closing, I have truly enjoyed working for the Village of Riverdale and its citizens.  While I look forward to 
retirement, I will miss the many friends I have made over the years. 

Thank you, Thank you, Thank you !!!! for your kindness.  God Bless,   Chief Pete 
 
ANNUAL APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE – Arlette Frye, Dire ctor of Finance 

The Village of Riverdale just passed its annual appropriation ordinance.   What’s an appropriation ordinance? It is 
the means by which the Village authorities may appropriate sums of money deemed necessary to defray all necessary 
expenses and liabilities of the Village for the fiscal year May 1, 2006 through April 30, 2007.  In other words, this is the 
document that allows the Village to spend money during the fiscal year.  As required by state statute the appropriation 
ordinance was available for public viewing 10 days before its adoption.  The process to prepare this document began 
months earlier with each department submitting its request for the fiscal year.  All departmental requests were compiled to 
determine the total anticipated expenses.  This is then compared to the anticipated revenues and cash on hand. 

A series of meetings with the Mayor, Trustees, and department heads were held to reduce expenses to the level 
of anticipated revenues.  Your elected board and all department heads of the Village are keenly aware of their 
responsibility to be good stewards of public funds.  We are all constantly mindful of ways to reduce expenses for the 
Village and ultimately you the taxpayers. 

As residents, you too can be good stewards of public finances.  Did you know that it costs the Village needlessly 
when a resident calls the Village hall about non-village business?  While all Village staff is available to service you the 
resident, we must all do our share to make the Village of Riverdale a community that not only provides quality service but 
is fiscally responsible. 
 
E-Com and CodeRED - Greg Knoll, Fire Chief 

Riverdale is a member of the joint emergency dispatch center- E-Com.  The dispatch center has contracted with 
Emergency Communications Network, Inc., for its CodeRED high-speed telephone emergency notification services. This 
system allows the Village to deliver pre-recorded emergency telephone notification/information messages to the entire 
Village or targeted areas within Riverdale.   
 The CodeRED system gives individuals and businesses the ability to add or update their own phone numbers 
directly to the system's telephone database.  All individuals and businesses in Riverdale should log onto E-Com’s website, 
www.ecom911.net, and click on the "CodeRED Residential Data" link, then complete a form that includes: first and last 
name, street address, city, state, and zip code.  You will be able to list a primary and an additional phone number for your 
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address.  If you do not have Internet access, call the Riverdale Police Department at 841-2203 (8AM-5PM) and give them 
the above information.  

The CodeRED system is a geographically based notification system that uses street addresses.  These 
addresses are used to select which phone numbers will receive emergency notification calls.  If you move or change your 
phone number(s), you should log on and update the CodeRED database.  No one should assume their phone number 
is automatically included .  Everyone should register.  The information will only be used for emergency notification or 
testing purposes. Questions should be directed to codered@ecom911.net or the Riverdale Police Department.   
 
ANNUAL FIRE PREVENTION INSPECTION PROGRAM – Jim Sto ck, Director  

During the winter of 2005 the Building and Zoning Department began to train for a new program called the 
“Annual Fire Prevention Inspection Program”. This program has been designed to insure our fire prevention inspector 
and/or fire engineers have an opportunity to visit each of our commercial and industrial buildings within the Village each 
year. During the next few months we will begin scheduling these visits. 

During these visits business owners and employees will have an opportunity to get acquainted with some of our 
inspectors and we will have an opportunity to meet you. Additionally during these visits we will be able to familiarize 
ourselves with the layout of your building and begin gathering information pertinent to the fire department in the case of 
some emergency which would cause them to respond to your structure.  Being familiar with the layout, knowing the 
location of Knox boxes, alarm panels, sprinkler connections, electric disconnects, gas shut offs and where your 
mechanical room is located are all important things for us to know when responding to a fire or other emergency. 

This enables our fire engineers to arrive on site with a plan of how to approach the structure and to tell responding 
communities where things are located within the building. Also knowing how many people occupy the building at any 
given time is important information to have on hand. Knowing whether we have children on site normally or if there are 
handicapped individuals living or working within the building is also valuable information. 

These are a few of the reasons we have created this inspection program but not the only ones. We would also 
like to help insure you are providing a safe environment for those who occupy this structure on a daily basis and for those 
who come to visit periodically. We can do this for you during our visits by checking your emergency and exit lights for 
correct operation, checking to see that exits are not inadvertently blocked, that flammables are not stored in your 
mechanical rooms, that smoke detectors are working properly and that alarms and sprinkler systems have been properly 
checked and certified.   

If you have any questions about this program or would like to schedule a visit please call the Fire Prevention 
Inspector at 708-849-2122, extension 3825 or Jim Stock at 708-849-1835. We look forward to seeing you soon. 
 
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT – Jerry Townsend, Director 
Storm Water Pollution Prevention Program   
Did You Know: 

·  Everything that goes into the storm drain winds up in our creeks, streams and lakes! 
·  That the storm drain is a pipe and culvert system that collects and carries rainwater from streets, yards, parking 

lots and rooftops and discharges it untreated into creeks, streams and lakes. 
·  That many people believe that storm drains are connected to sanitary sewer systems and that storm water is 

treated at sewage treatment plants. THIS IS NOT TRUE!!! Storm water is not treated. 
·  Everything that goes into storm drains, such as trash, pesticides, paint, chemicals, motor oil, grease, leaves, soil 

deposits, and many other solids or liquids transportable by water ends up in our creeks, streams and lakes which 
then become polluted. 

Help keep our creeks, steams and lakes pollution free!!! Here is what you can do to help.  
·  Recycle used motor oil and antifreeze.  
·  Use a shutoff nozzle when washing your car. 
·  Use water and cleaners sparingly. 
·  Utilize biodegradable products. 
·  Use pesticides and fertilizers carefully, following instructions for use, storage and disposal. 
·  Make a habit of recycling reusable materials. 

  
Who to Contact:     The Village of Riverdale Public Works Department at 708-841-2202 to report misuse of storm drains 
or to report a spill or discharge into a storm drain.  Call the South Suburban Mayors and Management Association at 708-
206-1155 for information on dates and locations of household hazardous waste collection sites for safe disposal of paints, 
pesticides and other hazardous products. 
 
Clean Storm Grates-Improve Water Drainage 

The Public Works Department needs the help of Village residents in keeping the storm grates located in the curb 
in front or alongside of their homes clear of debris. 
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Although every effort is made to keep these grates clean, the spring and fall seasons present a challenge as 
seeds and leaves fall just as quickly as the storm grates are cleaned. There are hundreds of these storm grates 
throughout the Village. Keeping the storm grate closest to your house clear of debris will provide the best possible storm 
water drainage for your neighborhood which is particularly important in the event of a heavy rainfall.  
 
COMMUNITY & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT - Janic e Morrissy, Director  

Please support our businesses by shopping locally. When you purchase goods or services outside of Riverdale, 
the sales tax that you pay goes to support the municipality where the business is located.  When you purchase from a 
Riverdale business, we receive the sales tax which in turn goes towards services provided directly to you.  Our business 
community additionally gives back to Riverdale through charity donations, support of local events, and jobs.     

Shopping locally also saves you on transportation costs associated with driving outside Riverdale.  Take 
advantage of our walkable community and walk, bike or drive a short distance to complete your shopping.  We all work 
hard for our money, let’s get the biggest bang for our buck.  Let’s shop locally. 

Keep an eye on Ivanhoe Commons located at 144th and Atlantic as they continue lease negotiations.  They are 
working to bring in national or regional chains to add to our business community. 

If you own a business in Riverdale and would like the opportunity to share your comments or ask questions 
directly to Village officials and staff, please call 708-841-2125 to arrange a meeting. 
 
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE TIPS – Housing Authority 
A Check List for Winterizing Your Lawn and Garden: 

·  Maintain the length of your grass at a consistent height year round.  Slightly longer grass usually allows for a 
deeper root system.  However, grass 6” or longer is a violation of Village ordinance. 

·  Winterizing fertilizers for lawns have a slow-release feature.  They are usually applied from mid to late November.  
Winterizing fertilizers should be watered into the lawn. 

·  Water all plants if the fall has been dry.  Adding 3 – 4 inches of mulch to a flower bed after the first frost is 
beneficial 

·  After the first frost, remove dead vegetation from gardens.  Prune dead or diseased wood from trees and shrubs. 
·  Roses should generally be cut back to approximately 3 feet high around Thanksgiving.  Rose cones may be used.  

Be sure to poke at least 3 holes in the top of the cone to promote ventilation.   
·  Rake leaves from the lawn.  Because whole leaves pack easily, they should not be used around plants unless 

they are mulched first. 
·  Clean gutters of fallen leaves. 
·  Drain hoses and turn off water to exterior taps where possible.  Move hoses into a sheltered area where they will 

not freeze. 
·  Empty gas from mowers and trimmers. 

Sources include University of Illinois Extension, Reader’s Digest and Washington State University;  Edited by Adelle 
Swanson, Riverdale Library 
 
Village Hall Office – Frances Richard Bey, Deputy C lerk/Office Manager 
 I have worked for the Village of Riverdale since 1988.  I was appointed Deputy Clerk in 1998, in January of this 
year the duties of office manager were added to my daily tasks.  Having worked closely with many of the residents of the 
village, the front office staff and I are looking forward to working even closer with the residents as we adjust to this 
change.   
 Although we may not be able to solve every resident’s need with the results that they are looking for, we will work 
with you in a professional and courteous manner as we follow the guidelines, ordinances, and policies of the village. 
 I look forward to working with the residents, business owners, and visitors of the Village of Riverdale.   
 
CLERK’S CORNER  – Joyce E. Forbes, Clerk 

General Election 2006 – November 7, 2006  --The Cook County Clerk’s office has notified me of changes in the 
election law.  There will be only 32 Early Voting sites throughout Cook County and Riverdale is not an early voting site .  
All early voting and in-person absentee voting will be done on touch-screen machines from Monday, October 16 though 
Thursday, November 2.  In-person absentee voting will only be conducted at the County Clerk’s office, Chicago location 
only from November 2 through November 6.  More news about the early voting sites is posted in Village Hall. 
Voter registration continues through October 10th at Village Hall.  Bring 2 forms of identification.   

 
Village offices will be closed on Monday, September  4 to observe the Labor Day Holiday 

 


