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Dear Residents, 
 

�
Guess what, we really survived the summer of 2007.  There were moments when I did not think we would 

make it.  School has started and God (or your personal higher power) bless our teachers and give them strength. 
 Thanks to everyone who came out to our “What can we do” meetings.  They were well attended and great 
ideas are turning into realities.  Our Police and Community & Economic Development Departments are really pulling 
this all together.  Based on your responses, ideas and requests we have an opportunity to build a community better 
than it ever was. 
 Our Gus Macker was another great event and a locally sponsored team won 1st place.  “Thank you” to all of 
our neighboring communities who helped the Macker of 2007 to be a success.  Are you ready for Macker 2008? 
 We are losing two women whom I love and respect, Pastor Jody Betton Rice, Pastor of Ivanhoe Reformed 
Church and Esi Sibyl Mendenhall, the youth coordinator of Ivanhoe United Methodist Church.  Both of these women 
moved here and made Riverdale their home.  While I sincerely wish them both good will and success, I will miss 
them, knowing that they are not here and working for the good of our community. 
 Congratulations to Mrs. Ida Baker Finney.  She has really helped to put Riverdale on the national map.  All I 
can say is “You go girl and keep going.” 

����������
 
 
 
The Village of Riverdale would like to thank Pastor  Jodi Betten Rice for her 7 
years of dedicated services to the residents of Riv erdale. We wish you well in all 
of your future endeavors.  We will miss you!!!       
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Mrs. Ida Baker Finney was recently elected as the P resident of the Women’s 
Auxiliary, which is one of the divisions of the Lot t Carey Baptist Foreign Mission 
Convention.   The purpose of this organization is t o support national communities 
and their leaders as they seek to build a better wo rld by investing in educating girls and women both 
academics and life skills.  Their missions are in A ustralia, Canada, Ghana, Guyana, Hatti, India, Ital y, Jamaica, 
Kenya, South Africa, and a host of other nations.   Congratulation!!!!! 
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FIRE DEPARTMENT – Greg Knoll   Chair Trustee Cheryl  Foy 
APARTMENT BUILDING LICENSING & INSPECTIONS 
 
One of the duties of Fire Department personnel is conducting inspections of the common areas of multi-family 
dwellings.  Based on how many units are in an apartment building, they are inspected annually for a number of 
issues, such as: addressing, meter labeling, and exterior maintenance.  Inside, personnel look at: door numbering, 
clear hallways and exits.  If the building has emergency lighting and/or a fire alarm, they are also checked.  Storage 
areas and building heating equipment are also looked over.  These inspections are conducted as part of the licensing 
process. All violations must be corrected before a rental license will be issued.   
 
All currently licensed apartment building owners were notified of these requirements in May and August.  Owners or 
managers should call the Village Hall at 708-841-2200 to schedule this annual inspection.      
.  
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT - Jerry C. Townsend   Chair  Trustee Deborah Smiley 
 
The mission of the Public Works Department is to effectively deliver quality services which enhance the living and 
working environment of the community. We are proud to uphold a reputation for reliability. This Department is able to 
perform its job well because residents advise us of maintenance that needs to be done and situations that need 
attention. With good communication between residents and the Public Works Department, there is no doubt that the 
high standards that have been set will continue and improve for years to come.  
 
The Public Works Department is responsible for water distribution, sanitary system, storm water collection, street and 
alley maintenance, street lights, tree trimming and removal, maintenance of traffic signals, traffic control signs, street 
signs, and maintenance of the Village’s fleet, buildings and grounds. We also oversee any infrastructure construction 
projects. Any business that is associated with Public Works is conducted at the Public Works Garage, 14101 S. 
Halsted (708-841-2202). All resident concerns are received there either by phone or in person. 
 
Sewers and sanitary back up require a few different steps. It is advised that you first call the Public Works Department 
to check the status of the main sewers of the Village. If the problem is determined to be the resident’s responsibility, 
the Building Department will be happy to provide a list of licensed plumbers. It is recommended that you receive two 
estimates before digging up the sewer. Keep in mind that most of the time the problem is usually tree roots and it is 
not a collapsed pipe. 
 
Storm Sewers may become momentarily overwhelmed and may not take water immediately during substantial rainfall 
in a short period of time. If the storm weakens and the sewer is still not draining at all, please call the Public Works 
office. Also please help keep the inlets clean by removing leaves and other debris off the storm sewer grates.  
 
BUILDING & ZONING  – Roy McKinney   Chair Trustee Louis Peyton  
As the summer heat and dry periods take their toll on residential lawns, many homeowners become concerned about 
the long-term health of their grass. 

·  Grass will turn brown and go dormant in a “resting stage.”  The grass will normally revive. 
·  If grass doesn’t spring back, it needs watering.  Over watering is worse than under watering.  However, 
watering for short periods too frequently creates a shallow root system.  Watering is best done in the mornings, 
not the evenings. 
·  Thatch is a layer of dead and decomposing plant tissue that forms above the soil.  A thin layer is beneficial to 
lawn.  Excess thatch should be removed.   
·  Grass clippings left on the lawn can generate 25% of your lawn’s need for fertilizer.  Grass clippings left on 
the lawn do not create thatch.  If purchasing a new mower, a mulching mower is recommended for lawn health.  
Set the blade at 3” – 4” for maximum benefit. 
·  Treating your lawn for broadleaf weed control is recommended after Labor Day.  Fertilizing is also important. 
·  Aerate lawns to loosen soil. 
·  Check the lawn for grubs and treat immediately if any grubs are present.  A large number of birds on the 
grass can be an indicator of grub infestation. 
·  If considering a contractor for lawn treatments: 

o Specify the names of the pesticides to be used 
o Confirm the number of applications and approximate dates of service 
o Verify that the technicians are licensed for pesticide application 
o Require that signs be posted in the yard showing that a treatment was applied 

Edited by Adelle Swanson, Riverdale Library 
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RIVERDALE HOUSING AUTHORITY - Lynda Odigie     Chai r Trustee Dennis Sanders 
Riverdale Landlord Association: If you are a landlord doing business in Riverdale, plan to attend a special 
presentation from NTN Chicago, presenting information on tenant screening and background checks, tips and tools to 
use when leasing to new tenants. 
The meeting will be held on Thursday, September 20, at 5:00 p.m. at 157 West 144th Street in the Village Hall 
conference room. 
For more information, please contact Lynda Odigie@yahoo.com or call 708 841-2109.  
 
Mortgage Problem Tips : 
As a growing number of borrowers fall behind on their mortgage payments, the smartest move they can make is to 
contact their lender. There are incentives for lenders to work with borrowers to avoid foreclosure. Lenders want to 
keep you in your home. They can lose tens of thousands of dollars for loans that go into foreclosure, and also their 
reputation can be bruised by excessive foreclosure. 
  
Contacting your lenders before your situation seriously deteriorates will improve the chances that you keep your 
home. 
 To get back on track with payments and avoid foreclosure here are some tips. 

·  Find out the status of your loan  
·  Be honest and candid and tell your lender everything you know about your situation, because if they 
have the full story they can help you.  
·  Seek a repayment plan that increases your regular payments until you pay back the delinquency  
·  Get in touch with a HUD.gov certified counseling agency, whether you have a FHA loan or not.  
·  Reprioritize your spending so that you can make your mortgage high priority.  
·  It is recommended by experts that borrowers in trouble avoid foreclosure bailout schemes. The 
schemes can turn out to be” too good to be true”, with borrowers deeding away their home. 

CLERK’S CORNER – Joyce E. Forbes 
 
Solicitation – Anyone who knocks at your door soliciting goods or merchandise must be licensed by the Village.  All 
persons who have received a license should be displaying a Village of Riverdale Solicitor badge.  Please call Village 
hall (708-841-2200) or the Police Department (708-841-2203) if someone is soliciting your business without displaying 
the proper tag. 
 
News about the Village – If you are a subscriber to Comcast Cable you can get information regarding Village events 
by tuning to Channel 4, Public Access.  Also, other news and events may be posted on Channel 19 – which allows for 
non-profit organization to publicize their events as well. 
 
Subscribe to the Village Electronic Newsletter – Send an email to enews@villageofriverdale.org.  We will add your 
email address to the email list for receiving information about Village events. 
 
 
Police Department – Gregory Baker    Chair Trustee Cheryl Foy 
 
Worried about crime in your neighborhood? 
 
You are not alone. Most likely your neighbors are concerned, too. But you don’t have to put up with crime. You can 
help take back your neighborhood. A little “people power” can go a long way.  
You can: 

·  Work with Law Enforcement 
·  Get others involved 
·  Form a neighborhood watch group in your community or join the one already there! 

 
A criminal’s job gets a lot tougher in a neighborhood where people are watching out for each other. 
 
How does Neighborhood Watch Work? 
Crime prevention training.  A neighborhood watch group can help residents learn ways to keep their homes and 
neighborhood secure. For example, the group can invite police, fire or security experts to speak to them. 
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Phone Trees or Use of the Computer; Neighbors can quickly spread information about people or vehicles that are 
suspicious or in the process of committing crime via phone by calling 9-1-1. By way of computer email you can notify 
your neighbors of on-going criminal acts, or be-on- the- lookout (BOLO) information, that is occurring in your 
neighborhood The more people on the lookout, who call police about incidents, the greater the help to Riverdale 
Police Officers. 
 
Improving conditions, Neighborhood neglect invites crime. To turn the situation around, a watch group can: 

·  Lead the drive to clean up the neighborhood. 
·  Work through local government to get abandoned buildings and vacant lots fixed up. 
·  Be the eyes and ears for law enforcement. 
·  Call 9-1-1 when emergencies exist or are about to occur 
·  The difference one person can make in changing things is great, but the difference a group of people 
can make is GREATER! 

If you are interested in the Neighborhood Watch Program or you just want to help combat crime on your street or 
neighborhood, contact Officer Jimmy Beatty, Riverdale Community Policing Unit at 708-841-2203. 
 
RIVERDALE NETWORK CENTER - Heloise Smith     Chair Trustee Dennis Sanders                  
 
The Riverdale Network Center located at 13725 Wabash Avenue, had their Grand Opening Saturday, July 21, 2007. 
Thank you to all who came and participated in the event. We are now open for business!!!!!!!  
 
We invite you, our Riverdale residents and businesses, to come out and utilize our technology services. We have 
computers, offices and meeting rooms for your convenience with wireless internet services.  Our hours of operations 
for computer use are 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. It is available for one hour usage. Please call for reservations or 
questions, to Heloise Smith @ 708-841-4153.  We look forward to seeing you here. 
 

                              
Grand Opening of the E-Village                               2007 Gus Macker Tournament 
     Thanks for your support                               Thanks for your support 
 
Volunteers are needed for a variety of events in th e Village of Riverdale. For more information please  call 
Demetria Waddell 708-841-6716   
 
Coming events call our Hotline at 708-841-6000 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

            Village Holiday Schedule 
                                                  Monday, September 3, Labor Day 
 


